
James Francis Hourihan 

Service number: 6426 
Rank: Private 
Roll title: 26 Infantry Battalion - 13 to 18 Reinforcements (May-December 1916) 
Date of embarkation: 23 December 1916 
Place of embarkation: Sydney 
Ship embarked on: HMAT Demosthenes 
Ship number: A64 
Date of death: 15 September 1917 
Place of death: Belgium 
Cemetery or memorial details: Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium 
Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army 

 

James Hourihan ,a British born Australian was born in 1886 and was from Tarong near 

Kingaroy in Queensland .His occupation was teamster and farmer . 
He enlisted in the AIF on the 25th August 1916 and embarked on the HMAT 
DEMOSTHENES on the 23rd December 1916, bound for Egypt. He joined the 26th Infantry 
Battalion as a reinforcement. He was 30 years old at the time of enlistment. 
Accompanying him was his brother John from Maryborough. 
John would also serve on the front line and would return home with severe shellshock. 
 
After initial training with the 7th Training Battalion  in England, the brothers were finally in 
France, arriving on the 20th June 1917 in Havre and marching to join their unit on the 14th 
July 1917. 
 
Training took place during a very wet August while operations were conducted around 
Bapaume and the Abbey near Woestine in the St Omen region where further rest periods 
and training for operations were conducted. On the 13th September the Battalion operated 
around Steevvoorde and Menin Road area where heavy bombardments took place. On the 
18th September many gas shells were thrown at the 26th Battalion area and further heav 
bombardments. There was to be a major offensive which rain had delayed but finally on the 
20th September the various Battalions in support of each other launched an offensive that 
finally took Westhoek Ridge and into areas of PolyGon Wood.. 
It was here that 16 members of the Battalion were killed and 8 were to remain missing along 
with many wounded. 
James Francis Hourihan was one of the missing over this period who to this day has never 
been found,only to be remembered on the Menin Gate. 
 
His brother John was to fight on during October and on the 10th November was to be 
admitted to hospital in Belgium finally being diagnosed with severe shell shock and returned 
to Etaples where he was on active service with the Australian Employment Company before 
being medically unfit ,returned finally back to Weymouth in England where he was 
repatriated back to Australia . 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The diary events of the 19th,20 and 21st September of the action on the Westhoek Ridge and 
Menin Road area. 
 

26th Battalion 
After another stint in Egypt, the 7th Brigade proceeded to France as part of the 2nd Australian 
Division in March 1916 In concert with the 28th Battalion, the 26th mounted the first trench raid 
undertaken by Australian troops on the Western Front on 6 June. The Battalion fought in its first 
major battle around Pozières between 28 July and 7 August. After a short spell in Belgium, the 2nd 
Division came south in October to attack again in the Somme Valley. The 26th Battalion took part in 
two attacks to the east of Flers, both of which floundered in mud and slush. 
In early 1917, the 26th Battalion joined the follow-up of the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg 
Line and attacked at Warlencourt and Lagincourt On 3 May, the Battalion was also involved in the 
second attempt to breach the Hindenburg Line defences around Bullecourt. Later that year the focus 
of the AIF’s operations switched to Belgium. There, the 26th battalion fought in the battle of Menin 
Road on 20 September, and participated in the capture of Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October. 
Like most AIF battalions, the 26th fought to turn back the German spring offensive in April 1918, and 
in the lull that followed mounted “peaceful penetration” operations to snatch portions of the 
German front line. In one such operation in Monument Wood on 14 July the 26th Battalion captured 
the first German tank to fall into Allied hands - No. 506 “Mephisto”. In another, on 17 July, 
Lieutenant Albert Borrella was awarded the Victoria Cross. Later in the year the 26th participated in 
the great offensive that began on 8 August, its most notable engagement being an attack east of 
Mont St Quentin on 2 September. The Battalion’s last action of the war was the capture of 
Lormisset, part of the operation to breach the Beaurevoir Line, on 3 October 1918. The 26th 
Battalion was disbanded in May 1919. 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 

 
 

 

 



HOURIHAN, JAMES FRANCIS 
Rank: 
Private 
Service No: 
6426 
Date of Death: 
15/09/1917 
Age: 
31 
Regiment/Service: 
Australian Infantry, A.I.F. 
  
26th Bn.  
Panel Reference 
Panel 7 - 17 - 23 - 25 - 27 - 29 - 31. 
Memorial 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

 

 
Belgium 
Locality: 
Ieper, West-Vlaanderen 
Identified Casualties: 
54406 

Location Information 

Ypres (now Ieper) is a town in the Province of West Flanders. The Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the 
town on the road to Menin (Menen) and Courtrai (Kortrijk).  
 
Each night at 8 pm the traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local Fire Brigade sound the 
Last Post in the roadway under the Memorial's arches. 

Visiting Information 

OCTOBER 2012:Due to road works in the Frenchlaan, which is the road just beyond the Menin Gate, the road 
through the Gate is closed off for vehicle traffic.  
 
For more information please contact the Area Office on +3257223636. We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.  
 
Panel Numbers quoted at the end of each entry relate to the panels dedicated to the Regiment with which the 
casualty served. In some instances, where a casualty is recorded as attached to another Regiment, his name 
may appear within their Regimental Panels. Please refer to the on-site Memorial Register Introduction. The 
Addenda Panel lists those service personnel whose details are awaiting addition to the Regimental Panels. All 
odd panel numbers are on the North side of the road and even numbers are located on the South side of the 
road.  
 
Steps on either side of the memorial leading to the rear of the memorial, make wheelchair access to the rear 
impossible. There is however, a slope at the side of the memorial which gives wheelchair users some access but 
due to the incline, it may not be possible to ascend/descend unaided.  

Historical Information 

The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the 
Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in 
Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war.  
 
The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/91800/YPRES%20(MENIN%20GATE)%20MEMORIAL


Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back 
to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released 
poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the 
violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence.  
 
There was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive 
was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front further south. 
The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the 
main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against 
determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close in November 
with the capture of Passchendaele.  
 
The German offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in 
a combined effort by the Allies in September.  
 
The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the 
commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be divided 
between several different sites.  
 
The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on 
their way to the battlefields. It commemorates casualties from the forces of Australia, Canada, India, South Africa 
and United Kingdom who died in the Salient. In the case of United Kingdom casualties, only those prior 16 
August 1917 (with some exceptions). United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are 
named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in 
Belgium until nearly the end of the war. New Zealand casualties that died prior to 16 August 1917 are 
commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery.  
 
The YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose 
graves are not known 

 


