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John HOURIHAN 

Regimental number 478 

Place of birth Maryborough Qld 

Religion Roman Catholic 

Occupation Labourer 

Address Railway Hotel, Kingaroy, Queensland 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 25 

Next of kin Brother, J Hourihan, Railway Hotel, Kingaroy, Queensland 

Enlistment date 10 November 1914 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 2nd Light Horse Field Ambulance  

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Brisbane, Queensland, on board HMAT 

A30 Borda on 15 December 1914 

Fate No details of fate entered on Nominal Roll 
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Was John and James among the 26th Battalion group photo here? 
 
 
 

 
 



 

John Hourihan from the Kingaroy would enlist for 
the first time in the AIF on the 10th November 
1914 in the 2nd Lighthorse Field Ambulance. 
 
There is some confusion as he appears to have 
somehow after a period of time  re-enlisted on 
the 15th August 1916. 
 
His records are somewhat vague as they are 
confused as to his 2 enlistments. 
 
It may be that his initial enlistment did not occur 
and he followed up a second time. 
 
It may be that he even waited and re-enlisted to 
be with his brother  James as they left together 
on the 23rd December 1916. 
 
It also appears that he was in the 18th 
Reinforcements 26th Battalion in this second 
enlistment detail. ( the same as James)  
 
The official records have them both  leaving 
Brisbane on the 23rd December 1916 and arriving 
in England on the 3 March 1917. 



 
 John and James took part in training in in the 7th 
Training Batallion at Rollingstone and then 
proceeded overseas. 
 
 
Training as such and then arriving in France and 
taking part in action of the 26th Battalion  and 
transferred to the Australian Employment 
Company some time later after shellshock. 
 
He was in the Field in France on the 9th July 1917. 
 
The 7th Brigade proceeded to France as part of 
the 2nd Australian Division in March 1916 In 
concert with the 28th Battalion, the 26th 
mounted the first trench raid undertaken by 
Australian troops on the Western Front on 6 
June. The Battalion fought in its first major 
battle around Pozieres between 28 July and 7 
August 1916.. After a short spell in Belgium, the 
2nd Division came south later in the year to 
attack again in the Somme Valley. The 26th 
Battalion took part in two attacks to the east of 
Flers, both of which floundered in mud and 
slush.  
 



It would appear from records that in November 
he was transferred to hospital with Shell Shock 
suffering the injuries around Steenvorde. 
 
John was probably involved in action at 
Pozieres in July and August. 
Then he was next in Belgium during September 
and October and November . He may even 
have been witness to his brother James Francis 
Hourihan’s death and being missing sometime 
around the 15th September at Westhoek Ridge 
and the Battle of the Menin Road. 
 
John would be part of The Battle of Broodseind 
Ridge where Australian Battalions suffered 
6500 casualties. 
 
John would be sent to hospital after suffering 
shellshock and terrible gassing on the 6th 
November 1917. Spending time in hospital 
probably at Etaples and then returning to 
service in the Australian Employment 
Company. These companies would provide 
services behind the lines made up of men who 
were not fit for active service.  He would serve 
out the war with ongoing Shellshock eventually 
being repatriated back to Australia on the 7th 
February 1919. 



 
John’s war was over but the terrible memories 
would haunt him 
For his life. Family members attesting to the 
struggles that he underwent. 
 



Enlistment papers August 1916 



 
Soldier documents 



Mother’s letter 
 
 
 



1915 enlistment papers 
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