
A Soldier of the Great War. 
 
Rodger CAUGHEY AIF 
 

Rodger Caughy came from Hughenden in 
Queensland and was working as a teamster in 
Landsborough when he enlisted in the AIF on the 
10th September 1915. His regimental number 
was 3784. He would become part of the 26th 
Battalion 9th Reinforcements. His sister Mrs 



Sazrah Anne Lowe from Prairie in Qld was listed 
as his next of kin. 
 
 

 
 
 

The Anzac Corps had already been on Gallipoli for 6 
months and had experienced significant losses. 
 



The 26th Battalion was originally raised in April 
1915 as part of the all-volunteer Australian 
Imperial Force (AIF). Drawing recruits from 
Tasmania and Queensland, the battalion 
concentrated at Enoggera, Queensland, where it 
formed part of the 7th Brigade, which was attached 
to the. Further training was undertaken in Egypt, 
after which the battalion was sent to Gallipoli when 
the 2nd Division was despatched to the peninsula 
to reinforce the troops that had been fighting there 
since April.The 26th Battalion landed on 12 
September. By that time, the campaign had become 
a costly stalemate and shortly after their arrival, as 
winter came and conditions worsened,the decision 
was made to evacuate the peninsula. As a result, the 
battalion did not take part in any major actions, 
and fulfilled only a defensive role, defending 
positions such as "Courtney's Post", "Steel's Post" 
and "Russell's Top", before it was withdrawn from 
the peninsula on 12 December.( Wikipedia) 
 
 
Rodger would embark on the 31st January on 
HMAT 62 Wandilla bound for Egypt and more 
training. The 26th had been withdrawn from 
Gallipoli and would eventually be reorganised in 
the Middle East ready for deployment  in France.  
 
After the reorganisation in Egypt that saw the AIF 
expanded from two infantry divisions to five. 
Rodger would find himself in the 31st Battalion. 
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The 31st Battalion fought its first major battle at 
Fromelles on 19 July 1916, having only entered the 
front-line trenches 3 days previously. The attack 
was a disastrous introduction to battle for the 31st 
- it suffered 572 casualties. There were over 5000 
Australian casualties. 
 
 
Rodger would be part of the 5th Division attack on 
German trenches at Fromelles. 



 
 
 

He would be part of the attack making it to a 
portion of the German 2nd line and held by the 31st 
Battalion, AIF, throughout the night during the  
Battle of Fleurbaix which took place on 19 July 
1916 and 20 July 1916. 

 



Rodger would be declared missing in action ,his 
body was not recovered . At a later Court of Enquiry 
he would be declared having been killed in action. 
 
Red Cross reports corroborate his death. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Throughout the next few days, some wounded 
soldiers were brought back to Australian lines, but 
for many were stranded in No Mans Land many to 
die.  

 
The Battle was over, but the war was to continue. 
This was the Australians first attack on European 
soil and its deadliest night. Countless lives of 
soldiers and their families were to be impacted. For 
families back home of soldiers that fell, the wait 
would be long to find the truth of what happened, 
for those injured or repatriated, the scars would 
continue and for the soldiers who survived, 
haunting memories of a fateful night that took so 
many. 



( Fromelles Association of Australia) 
 
Recently it was thought that Rodger may in fact be 
one of the 210 soldiers found in a  mass grave at 
Fromelles. Subsequent DNA tests proved negative. 
It is possible that he may have been buried in a 
trench filled in by Germans after the battle. This is 
still to be proven. 
 
Nevertheless Rodger is remembered in a mass 
grave at VC Corner Cemetery at the site of the 
battle.  The truth will probably never been known. 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


