A Soldier of the Great War
Charles Albert Rake 1181

Service Number: 1181

Rank: Private

5 |

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of embarkation: 5 June 1916
Place of embarkation: Sydney

Ship embarked on: HMAT Borda A30

Charles Albert Rake was born in Adelaide on the 5™ September 1893 and was a
farmer and grazier from South Australia who enlisted on the g February 1916 at the
age of 22 years and 3 months.

Initially he was trained at No 1 depot squad and later he joined the 41 Battalion.
During Training in March 1916 it appears that he was to become part of a Machine
Gun Company of the 42nd Battalion and as he departed Australia he was deployed
as a member of the 42" Battalion.

After final training he embarked for England on the 5" June 1916 aboard the HMAT
Borda A30. Finally arriving at Southampton, he was involved in more training around
the Salisbury plains area before he finally arrived in France on 25" November 1916.

Winter of 1916-17 was horrendous with the battalion spending much of its time on
the front line and the remainder being spent alternating between training and
labouring in the rear areas .

It was around Abbeville that he was initially station about 45km north west of Amiens
on the Somme River.

It was near here that on the 21 January 1917 he was to be wounded with severe
gunshot wounds to the legs.

He was repatriated to Boulogne on the coast to hospital and then back to Weymouth
in England to recover from his wounds.




After recovery he was to rejoin his battalion on the 23 July 1917. Much of the
action seen at this time was to be around the Ypres area.

During this time he would have taken part as reserves in the major battles at
Messines Ridge , Warneton, Broodseinde, and Passchendale. Even though the
battalion was in reserve for Passchendale it proved costly with over a third of its
strength lost due to gas attacks and trench foot caused by the sodden condition of
the battlefield.

Charles was to succumb to gas attack on the 26™ May 1918 and spend another stint
in hospital finally rejoining his battalion again in late August 1918. He was fortunate
to miss major battles at Hamel during this time but was to remain on active duty until
the Armistice in November 1918.

He finally embarked for Australia in May 1919, arriving back in Australia on the 1%
July 19109.
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Here some of the 42" Battalion recover at an aide station after suffering gas attack near Passchendale.

Could Charles be one of these men?
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Records Courtesy Australian War Memorial and National Archives Personal Records WW 1 collection




1181 _"A"Cey 42nd Btn
Regimental No. Unit.
1st M. D. AUTHORITY.
8/6/16.
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