A Soldier of the Great War
Edward Benjamin Rake 7112
Service Number: 7112
Rank: Private 49th Battalion
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of embarkation: 2 March 1918
Place of embarkation: Sydney
Ship embarked on: SS Ormonde

RAKE Edward Benjamin : Service Number - 7112a : Place of Birth - Adelaide SA : Place of
Enlistment - Rockhampton QLD : Next of Kin - (Father) RAKE Albert

Edward Rake was only 18 years old when he enlisted in the AIF on the 26th September 1917.
Born in 1899 in Adelaide, he lived in Marlborough just outside Rockhampton.
On the 2nd March 1918 he departed Sydney on the Ormonde bound for Southampton arriving on the
15th May 1918. Initially assigned to the 21st Reinforcements 26th Battalion he was reassigned to the
49th Battalion upon arrival in England and after training at Codford and Forvant.
He then was finally assigned to duty overseas in early August 1918 arriving in France and then being
sent to the front line on the 24th August.
He was to arrive just in time to participate in a major offensive at Villers Brettoneux .
His battalion was to play an ongoing support role being based at Rivery on the outskirts of Amien.
Here training was carried out as well as supply missions to the front line. The Germans were all the
time shelling the front areas as they prepared what was to be their final offensive . The battles of
Peronne and Mont St Quentin while fierce with Australian victories leaving the Germans to fall back
to the Hindenberg line.
The 49th battalion moved to Jeancourt where they were billeted and training took place at Clairy not
far from Peronne. Here at Clairy just 8km west of Amiens they would hear the news of the Armistice
in early November. Young Edward was to survive the Great War and return to Australia aboard the
Ulysses on the 22nd July 1919, finally to be discharged on the 29th September 1919.
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49th Battalion
The 49th Battalion was raised in Egypt on 27 February 1916 as part of the “doubling” of the AIF.
Approximately half of its recruits were Gallipoli veterans from the 9th Battalion, and the other half,
fresh reinforcements from Australia. Reflecting the composition of the 9th, the 49th was
predominantly composed of men from Queensland. The battalion became part of the 13th
Brigade of the 4th Australian Division.
Arriving in France on 12 June 1916, the 49th moved into the trenches of the Western Front for
the first time on 21 June. It fought in its first major battle at Mouquet Farm in August and suffered
heavily, particularly in the assault launched on 3 September. The battalion saw out the rest of the
year alternating between front-line duty, and training and labouring behind the line. This routine
continued through the bleak winter of 1916-17.
Early in 1917, the battalion participated in the advance that followed the German retreat to the
Hindenburg Line, supporting the 13th Brigade’s attack at Noreuil on 2 April. Later in the year, the
focus of the AIF’s operations moved to the Ypres sector in Belgium. There the battalion fought in
the battle of Messines on 7 June and the battle of Polygon Wood on 26 September. Another
winter of trench routine followed.
With the collapse of Russia in October 1917, a major German offensive on the Western Front
was expected in early 1918. This occurred in France in late March and the 4th Division moved to
defend positions around the Dernancourt on the River Ancre. The 49th Battalion assisted in the
repulse of a large German attack on 5 April, launching a critical counter-attack late in the
afternoon. The German threat remained until late April, and in the early hours of ANZAC Day
1918 the 49th participated in the now legendary attack to dislodge the enemy from VillersBretonneux.
When the Allies launched their own offensive in early August, the 49th Battalion was among the
units involved and played an active role until the middle of that month, before moving to duties in
the rear area. The battalion was ordered forward for its last major operation of the war in
September and provided part of the 4th Division’s reserve for the attack on the Hindenburg
“outpost line” on the 18th. The 49th Battalion was disbanded on 9 May 1919.
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