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George Gordon GILBERT
Regimental number
2374

Private George Gordon Gilbert AIF

Place of birth

Small Heathem Birmingham,
England

School

Technical School, Small Heath,
Birmingham, England

Age on arrival in Australia

16

Religion

Church of England

Occupation

Labourer

Marital status

Single

Age at embarkation

19

Next of kin

Father, W M Gilbert, Kenelm
Road, Small Heath, Birmingham,
England

Previous military service

Nil

Enlistment date

28 April 1915

Rank on enlistment

Private

Unit name

5th Battalion, 7th Reinforcement

AWM Embarkation Roll number

23/22/2

Embarkation details

Unit embarked from Melbourne,
Victoria, on board HMAT A64
Demosthenes on 16 July 1915

Rank from Nominal Roll

Private

Unit from Nominal Roll

5th Battalion

Fate

Killed in Action 22 August 1918

Place of death or wounding

Cerisy, France

Age at death

21

Age at death from cemetery records 20
Place of burial

Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery
(Plot I, Row A, Grave No. 37),
France

Panel number, Roll of Honour,
Australian War Memorial

43

Miscellaneous information from
cemetery records

Parents: William and Ada
GILBERT, 167 Kenelin Road,
Small Heath, Birmingham,
England

Source……..AIF Project

Private George Gordon Gilbert

Service number 2374

was born in Birmingham in England and arrived in Australia at the age of 16 . Little is known
of why he came or who he lived with here. His parents in England were his next of kin and
only known relatives. Upon his death no known forwarding address was present except his
family in England.
He is recorded as having enlisted at the age of 19 years of age in the AIF just 3 days after
the landing at Gallipoli on the 28th April 1915. He enlisted in the 5th Battalion as a signaler
and embarked Melbourne with other Victorian enlistees on the 16th July 1915 bound for the
Great War.
All that gives identification of him is a scar on the left hand side of his face near his mouth.
This is clearly seen in photographs of him from the Thuillier collection.
For the next two years he took part in the action of the Great war in major theatres as part of
the 5th Battalion.

5th Australian Infantry Battalion
The 5th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War.
Like the 6th, 7th and 8th Battalions it was recruited from Victoria and, together with these
battalions, formed the 2nd Brigade.
The battalion was raised within a fortnight of the declaration of war in August 1914 and embarked
just two months later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to
Egypt, arriving on 2 December. It later took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915, as part
of the second wave. It was led by Lieutenant Colonel D. S. Wanliss, the officer who had raised
the battalion. Ten days after the landing the 2nd Brigade was transferred from ANZAC to Cape
Helles to help in the attack on the village of Krithia. The attack captured little ground but cost the
brigade almost a third of its strength. The Victorian battalions forming the 2nd Brigade returned to
ANZAC to help defend the beachhead, and in August the 2nd Brigade fought at the battle of
Lone Pine. The battalion served at ANZAC until the evacuation in December.
After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned to Egypt and, in March 1916, sailed for
France and the Western Front. From then until 1918 the battalion was heavily involved in
operations against the German Army. The battalion's first major action in France was at Pozieres
in the Somme valley in July 1916. After Pozieres the battalion fought at Ypres in Flanders then
returning to the Somme for winter.
In 1917, the battalion participated in the operations that followed-up the German withdrawal to
the Hindenburg Line, and then returned to Belgium to join the great offensive launched to the
east of Ypres. In March and April 1918, the battalion helped to stop the German spring offensive.
It subsequently participated in the great Allied offensive launched near Amiens on 8 August
1918. The advance by British and empire troops was the greatest success in a single day on the
Western Front, one that German General Erich Ludendorff described as "the black day of the

German Army in this war".
The battalion continued operations until late September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November 1918,
the guns fell silent. The November armistice was followed by the peace treaty of Versailles
signed on 28 June 1919.
In November 1918 members of the AIF began to return to Australia for demobilisation and
discharge. In April, the battalion was so reduced that it and the 8th Battalion were amalgamated
to form a composite battalion. In turn, this battalion was amalgamated with another, formed from
the 6th and 7th Battalions, to form the 2nd Brigade Battalion.

Arriving in Alexandria on the 18th October 1915, the Anzacs were about to evacuate the
Gallipoli Peninsula, George was stationed at Lemnos. Lemnos was an island of Greece in
the northern part of the Aegean Sea. In 1915 the deep-water harbour at Moudros was used
as a marshalling point for the attack on the Dardanelles, some 50 km away.
As a medical facility, the island was intended initially to deal with “light cases” only, those
classified as likely to be well within twenty-eight days. But the ‘rush of wounded’ from the
early August offensive and the ‘flood of sick’ that followed in late August, September and
October necessitated its development as an intermediate military medical base.
No. 3 Australian General Hospital and No. 2 Australian Stationary Hospital were based at
West Mudros alongside Canadian and British units.
On the 2nd November George was taken on strength and was a baggage guard at ANZAC
from the 15th December until the Gallipoli evacuation. He returned to Alexandria in early
January and after further training departed with the battalion for France on the 23rd March
1916. He arrived in Marseilles at the end of March 1916 and from here as part of the 5th
Battalion was sent to Northern France.
In April George was in the front line trenches around Armentaires at Fleurbaux. This was
used as a training ground for the Australian troops as they began duty on the Western Front.
It was sometimes called the nursery. Most of May 1916 was taken up by trench activities and
training. June and July were also taken up with front line and reserve activities in Belgium
and Northern France around Neuve Eglise. In July George even was visited by Commanding
Officer General Birdwood.
On the 11th May the Battalion was transported to Baileul and the Doulons area on the
Somme. Arriving at 10.20pm they were billeted at Flessells.
From here they were to take part in front line trench action at Poziers. On one day 25th July
it was reported that 155 men were missing , wherabouts unknown presumed killed in action.
Early August saw George’s battalion behind the lines and resting and in reserve and on the
17th August they were back at the front but only for a short time before the battalion was
returned to fighting in the Salient sector in Belgium. September saw training at Poperinge
and as September began the Battalion prepared for a service in the front line in trenches in
an around Ypres. For the remainder of September they were in reserve and training across
a number of activities, Gas, practise firing, grenade throwing and the such like.
Late October again saw a move back to the Somme and the Dernancourt area with support
in the area round Flexicourt and Albert.

The Battalion spent some time behind the lines in late November around Vignacourt and this
is where George would have had his Thuillier photos taken .
The cold winter and December of 1916 saw training at Buire and again Albert and by
February 1917 they were again in the front lines at Flers and Dernacourt. The battalion was
on the front line now and in and out of trenches in support of various campaigns. They saw
action at Montabaun and stayed in trench fighting on the Hindenberg line.
As the war raged on with only small gains made and lost and 1000’s of casualties, George
survived the horrors. In May 1917 he was in the Bullecourt Sector and trenches at
Henencourt.
June and July 1917 saw them pulled from the front line and relieved after a harsh few
months. They carried our supply operations, training and rest in behind the line areas such
as Valey Sur Somme.
September saw the 5th Battalion again return to Belgium. They were again in the Menin
Road area and Westhoek and took part in the battle of the Menin Road and around
Glencourse Wood and Hooge.
Again relieved from front line duties in October they were camped at Halifax Camp area and
trained and recuperated. November and December saw a return to the line around Kemmel
and being reserve battalion. This continued through January 1918 and being in camp at
Tournai in Belgium. Early 1918 continued in the same way with movement through front line
duty and support for the other battalions.
By August 1918 the Germans had decide to make a final assault and the Battalion returned
to the Amiens area and the Somme. Fierce battles took place around Flers and Harbonniers.
The battalion rested in Hamel and moved through Corbie around the 20th August as they
pushed the Germans South.
In heavy shelling and support action at Harbonniers and St Martin Woods, George and a
number of his signaller companions were sadly killed in action on the 22nd August 1918 after
two years of intense activity surviving some of the worst battle of the Great War.
Just a few kilometers from Villers Brettoneux , the town saved by Australians in April 1918 ,
George would be buried at Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery.

5th Battalion War Diary entries of the 22nd August 1918.

