A Soldier of the Great War

Private Henry Martin

Battalion AIF

; |

Private Henry Martin

Regimental number 2212

Place of birth Maryborough Queensland

Religion Church of England

Occupation Shop assistant

Address Howard, Queensland

Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 27

Next of kin Sister, Mrs Helena Jane Steley, Howard, Queensland

Enlistment date 29 March 1916

Rank on enlistment Private

Unit name 52nd Battalion, 4th Reinforcement

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/69/3

Embarkation details Brisbane, Queensland, on board HMAT A42 Boorara on
16 August 1916

Rank from Nominal Roll Private

Unit from Nominal Roll 52nd Battalion

Fate Returned to Australia 19 October 1917



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF52REIN4

Henry Martin was a 27 year old Shop assistant from Howard near Maryborough .He
enlisted in the AIF on the 29" March 1916. He was initially enlisted in the 52"
Battalion and after some training embarked Brisbane, Queensland, on board HMAT
A42 Boorara on 16 August 1916 bound for the battlefields of the Western Front.




He would arrive in England in late1916 having missed the first major actions by
Australians after Gallipoli at Fromelles and Pozieres where thousands of Diggers lost
their lives. After a bout of mumps, Henry would arrive at Etaples in France on the
19 December 1916 training and labouring behind the lines during the harsh winter
in Belgium.

The 52nd Battalion was raised at Tel el Kebir in Egypt on 1 March 1916 as part of
the "doubling” of the AIF. Approximately half of its recruits were veterans from the
12th Battalion, and the other half, fresh reinforcements from Australia. Reflecting the
composition of the 12th, the 52nd was originally a mix of men from South and
Western Australia and Tasmania. From March 1916, the battalion’s reinforcement
groups mainly comprised men from Queensland. The 52nd became part of the 13th
Brigade of the 4th Australian Division.

After arriving in France on 11 June 1916, the 52nd fought in its first major battle at
Mouquet Farm on 3 September. It had been present during an earlier attack
mounted by the 13th Brigade between 13 and 15 August, but had been allocated a
support role and missed the fighting. In this second attack the 52nd had a key
assaulting role and suffered heavy casualties- 50 per cent of its fighting strength.
The battalion saw out the rest of the year alternating between front line duty, and
training and labouring behind the line. This routine continued through the bleak
winter of 1916-17.

Early in 1917, the battalion participated in the advance that followed the German
retreat to the Hindenburg Line, and attacked at Noreuil on 2 April. Later that year, the
focus of AIF operations moved to the Ypres sector in Belgium. There the battalion
was involved in the battle of Messines between 7 and 12 June and the battle of
Polygon Wood on 26 September. Another winter of trench routine followed.

Henry and the 52" Battalion moved to Vignacourt in mid December .They were to
remain here until early January, billeted and training for further deployment. It is
extremely possible that Henry had his photo taken by the Thuilliers while there. He
may even have visited Naours caves and left his name there. The Battalion spent
time at Villers-Bocage, Fricourt and finally Flers.

As February came the Battalion was involved in and out of the lines around Flers. It
snowed heavily and conditions would have been terrible for soldiers both in and out
of the lines. Shelling continued during the entire time. In April at Buire and Lagnicourt
the Battalion was in the front line and assisted in the capture of Noreuil. On the 29t
April time was even granted for polling for the Federal election of 1917.

As the weather improved the Battalion was rested and moved back to Belgium via
Abbeville, Boulogne, Calais and Hazebrouk. Billeted near Caestre in late May they
were visited by General Plummer .By late May they finally were in the Ypres sector
in Belgium.




It was here that the Messines Ridge was a major objective. The Battalion was in and
out of the front doing reconnaissance waiting for orders to be given.
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It was during events at Messines Ridge that Henry was to be severely wounded.
This was to eventually lead to his return to Australia. The war for Henry on the

Western Front was over.

“A bullet hit the left side pocket of his tunic, shattering his razor and passing through
his paybook and hit his steel mirror. The bullet hit the mirror and missed his heart.
The bullet stayed in his body after he was repatriated to England. The bullet
remained there for over 10 years until it moved closer to his spine and was
eventually removed at Maryborough Hospital in 1927.”

Being the only male in the family this event saved the Martin family !




The 52" Battalion War Diary below gives the events of early June.
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on 7/6/17 the Battalion moved forwerd om to the Brigsde sssembly
line and was walting in shell holes ready to proceed to the Jumping
off Trench, when the order for Haw Lealsnders came round. ¥e were
in touchk with the 49th Battslion on our te

4% 1=40 p.me the Batislicm forward, crossing the
HESSINES - WYT2OHABTE ROAD at the two points we were supposzed to
and formed up onm the tape from C.27. Central $0 0.27.4.0.0. (which
hed beem 15id out by the Intelligence Officerliemnt YORK.) in two
waves of 4 1lines eanskh A. & B. the first wave, A on the Right,

The Battalion was in touch with the 49tk Battalion on
our Right, dut the $th Liacolunz failed to put in am appearance on
the Laft and patrols could find no word or sign of them. 4% Sexe
bhe-barrage wan £93 On sccount of the Left Flank bdoing ia the
air, the sttached Brigade iachine Gun “ection hed instructions %o
form a Strong Poat protecting that fluak st about 0.27.%.8.3..

Pen minutes before Zero 16 PMlatoon was moved out to the left
flenk of D Company to mop up as the barrsge crept forwsrd =ané to
prevent sniping on to thet flamk as the Bettalion moved chead.

A% Zero the Battalior moved forwerd, the Right being
in touch with the 49th, "D” Compsny sfter the stert was swung to
the left and come up on the left of "B™ Compeny partly f£illing the
gep csused Ly mom sappearanc®.of the Lincoln's.

The 4°th Battalion =nd "A" lost touch during
the sivance, dbut &8 soon ss the objective wss reashed this gep was

f1l1led by “"C" ceqaq.

"A" & "C" Companics resched their firat objestive, "D"
& "B" compsnies went through and put posts im the 2nd objective.
The line 53 held dy the Battalion s follows :- From O. SeTeZe :
%0 0:28.D.0.4« (3 Posts occupled the tremch) from O.Z28.c.00.85.
3 posts rsa to the road at 0.22,d,30, thence nlong the rescr of the
ro8d 10 022800500580, =nd . in & seriss of powuts which dant daek
to OROUR T3RHCH at o.zi.c.u.so. + 2long ODOUR TEENCH 20 Cu22.0.45.75.
A pstrol worksd slong Lo the left snd foumd an English Satirlionm
behind ODOS20 TRENCH, but no one im it for 400-300 yards o our
left arrangements were made with this Emglish Regluent to fom &

Gefonsive Ilank to their right, thas linkiang the Zront iine up.

“A" & "C" Compsmies had supports dug in from O.23.95,
to behind the ecnemy wire 58 0u2le8e8.5: £0 0e28e2e8.5. and Torwerd
throuwgh the wire to Ou 284 0o 00+ 65 ,

fwo Companies of Borders were found just behind our
front line snd these were put in ome et 0.28.8.Jontral =long
the 40 Contour Line, snd the other behind the junctiom of the
52nd snd 49th Bettalions. A Plstoom of English were ocollected
near the Railway st 0.22.8.24., and sent out to VAN BOVE PARK to
oceupy it, & tank co-opersting with them, thus protecting our
left €sem flunk from the enemy. Two tonks were aent down to C.22,
:;:.3. %0 strengthen the valley there nnd support the posts in

mt.

Soon after 8=0 peme our artillery commenced firing shory
heaviss on the left sector maround JOYE FARM, 2néd 18 pounders with
some howitzers on the Pight seclors

A% 9=0 peme the C.C.Left sector got in Huch with tne
heosdquarters of the LINCOLES and arrsnged that as soom 2s theiyr
comrenies came forward a Compeny would be sent on to occupy from
CeZ8eDe00068e 10 0e224849.5., and relieve our wem of this sestor
2/Lt BIL3ON organising the posts for them snd comnecting their flsak
UPe

The shelling of our srtiliery had become 50 severse that
on the centre and left sector the posts were withdrawm to GDINUS
and ODOUR trenches, about 9-15 p.m., on the right the posts were
withirawn to the Support Line, snd 211 troops except sentries
were kcpt abeolutely dowm under cover, 2ll work ceasing.

‘% 11~0 pems the enemy comnteratiacked slomng our Front
but [elled to reach our trenches or get within dembing Jictsace
owing to our machine gun and rifle fire. The rest of the night waa
spent iu consolidating.

.
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Henry was treated at a local field hospital in the field before being repatriated to Boulogne for further treatment.

He was transferred to the Military hospital at Folkstone and eventually transferred to the 3« Auxiliary Hospital at
Dartford in England.

Finally he was to depart for Australia on the 19* October 1917.

He was discharged unfit from his active service in January 1918.

8431 Milifeey Hospifal, Shornclifte Camp
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MILITARY FORCES.

\r f : i 5t S
r AMUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad.
No. . RR.L2 Name 47”,4/)/_&4\ : w1y

Unit ;7'51 /?“’L ,6““’:‘,"/ 4
L/“' u' Joined onﬂ—mté/ /7/é

Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.

1. What is your Name? o aee 958eame =TT 1 ﬂm
: : 2. In the Parish of..... C()‘gl@\ [

In or near what Parish or Town were you born1 near the Town ot MLARYB OROU LW

2
in the Cmmvy @W

3. Are you a natural born British Subject N_K.nn-hud.t
British—Subjeet! (N.B.—If the lntter, papors to be
shown,) J

4. What is your Age?!

5. What is your Trade or Calling?

6. Are you, or have you been, an Apprentice? If so, where,
to whom, and for what period? sue }

7. Are you married? ... ves

8. Who is your next of kin? (Address to be stated)

9. Have you ever been convicted by the Clul Power?

10. Have you ever been discharged from any part of His
Majesty’s Forces, with lbnomms or as Incorrigible and
Worthless, or on account of Counviction of Felony, or of a
Sentence of Penal Servitude, or have )ou been dismissed
with Disgrace from the Navy? 4

11. Do you now belong to, or have you ever served. in, His
Majesty's Army. tho Marines, the Militia, the Militia
Reserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy, or Colonial
Forces? If so, state which, and if not now aervmg,
state cause of discharge .

1
)
\
|

12. Have you stated the whole, if any, of your previous service |

13. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His Majesty’s
Service? If so, on what grounds? .

14. (For married men, widowers with ('Iuldrm, and aoldzera uho]

are the sole support of widowed mother)—

Do you understand that no separation allowance vul\ be issued 14
in respect of your service beyond an amount which
together with pay would reach eight shillings per day?

15. Are you prepnred to undorgo inoculation agmnst small pox 15

and enteric fover{

3 VMM 7WM’ ...do solemnly declare that the above answers made

by me to the above questions n#trm and T am willing and hereby voluntarily agree to serve in the Military Forces of the
Commonwealth of Australia within or beyond the limits “of the Commonwealth.
two-fifths 2 aa ™ 2 ad

trme—during-my

VSX/ L*Cu—//tf

Signature of person enlisted.

® This claunse should be struck out in the case of unmarried men or widowers withowt children under 18 years of age.
DATIMAS~015750, t Two-fifths must be allotted to the wife, and if there are children three-fifths muat be allotted.

03
\ree-TiLhs S e
wife.* {
7 wife and children,

' " 5
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Statement of Service of No. 2.l

v,
Smbarked lt.x.x...,,., {4t

vV

Name. MARTLN ., A%'T—'

Period of service in each
rank.

Uit in which served. Promotions, Reductions, Casualties, &e. Remarka.
From— To—
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I have examined the above details, and find them correct in every respect.
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