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Private Herbert Williams 2891 

Regimental number 2891 

Place of birth Brisbane Queensland 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Mechanic 

Address Breakfast Creek Road, Brisbane, Queensland 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 19 

Next of kin Father, William Williams, Breakfast Creek Road, 
Brisbane, Queensland 

Enlistment date 17 August 1915 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 25th Battalion, 6th Reinforcement/41 st Battalion 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/42/2  

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Brisbane, Queensland, on board 
HMAT A48 Seang Bee on 21 October 1915 

Regimental number from Nominal Roll 2891A 

Rank from Nominal Roll Private 

Unit from Nominal Roll 41st Battalion 

Fate Returned to Australia 20 May 1919 
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Herbert Williams was born in Brisbane Qld .On the 17th August 1915 and at the 

age of 19 years and 2 months he enlisted in the AIF. His service records show that 

he had served in the Navy for 18 months previously but was discharged medically 

unfit. 

It appears that he was initially taken on as the 6th reinforcements for the 25th 

Battalion. The 25th Battalion was raised at Enoggera in Queensland in March 1915 

as part of the 7th Brigade. Although predominantly composed of men recruited in 

Queensland, the battalion also included a small contingent of men from Darwin. The 

initial battalion left Australia in early July, trained in Egypt during August, and by 

early September was manning trenches at Gallipoli.  

   

Herbert was to train as a reinforcement and it was not until 21st October 1915 that he 

was to sail for the War. He left Australian shores unaware of what lay ahead. The 

Anzac forces were already destined to withdrawal from Gallipoli and he was headed 

for France. 

Herbert and his fellow soldiers were to head first to Zeitoun training base in Egypt 

arriving in January 1916. He arrived here where most Australian soldiers were based 

before departure for France. It was here that the Battalions were reorganised and 

retrained for deployment to France. He was to finally reasigned to the 9th Battalion 

joining it in Habetia on the 28th February 1916. He acquired an ingrown toenail here 

that would eventually give him a stint in hospital. On the 27th March 1916 he along 

with a large force of Australians left Alexandrina bound for Marseilles in France 

where upon disembarkment on the 3rd April 1916 were transported north. 

It was from here that the Australians would first see the trenches of Belgium known 

as ñthe nurseryò where they would be somewhat prepared for battles on the Somme. 

Herbert was now in the 9th Battalion. The battalion was on the front line in a number 

of sectors and took part in support and rear action during the coming months. In April 

he was in the Sailly area and in May was in the trenches in the Fromelles sector. In 

June and July he moved to the Petillion Sector around Sternwerke in Belgium. With 

the German advance the battalion was moved to the Doullens area in readiness for 

the Somme offensive. He spent from the 12th to the 16th July in Naours. He may 

have left his name on the cave walls there or in Doullens Citadel.  

The battalion's first major action in France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley in 

August 1916. The 9th Battalion attacked on the extreme right of the line. Herbert 

would survive the carnage of Pozieres even though he was wounded at some stage, 

not seriously though. He and the Battalion would return to Belgium in September 

where the battalion fought at Ypres, in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for 

winter.  



Herbert was to be transported to Rouen near the French coast and the hospitals 

there in early September with trench feet and a septic toe. He was to remain here for 

the severe winter of 1916/17 for treatment. He would eventually be transported to 

Beaufort Military Hospital in Bristol England before being transferred to the 3rd 

Auxillary hospital at Dartford in England for treatment in February 2017. He was to 

remain here until April 1917 marching into the No 3 Command Depot at Perham 

Downs on the Salisbury Plains in England where large training facilities existed. He 

would remain here in a training battalion before returning to active service in the 69th 

Battalion initially before finally the 41st Battalion returning to Belgium in December 

1917.  

The 41st Battalion was raised at Bell's Paddock Camp in Brisbane in February 1916 

with recruits from Brisbane, northern Queensland and the northern rivers district of 

New South Wales. It formed part of the 11th Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division. 

His injuries would spare him the horrors of Passchendale, Polygon Wood and the 

Menin Road.  

On his return to Belgium he and the Battalion operated behind the lines at Kemmel 

and Le Torquet during December to March.  When the German Army launched its 

last great offensive in March 1918, the battalion was rushed south to France and 

played a role in blunting the drive towards the vital railway junction of Amiens. 

In March, Herbert was again at Doullens and the Citadel and Vaux sur Somme and 

Sailly le Sec and Corbie in the Somme Valley. His Battalion took part in the 

successful battle and capture of Hamel on the 4th July and in and around the front 

line near Hamel on the 29th July he was wounded in the shoulder with gunshot 

wounds. He would recover and rejoin his unit on the 8th September 1918 

 

 

Herbert Williams 

wounded and sent 

to Hospital and 

struck off strength 



The 41st Battalion diary for July show reference to Herbert being wounded and struck 

off the strength list due to his injuries. 

 

The Allies launched their own offensive on 8 August 1918, and the 41st played an 

active role both in the initial attack and the long advance that followed throughout 

August and into September. The 41st participated in its last major action of the war 

between 29 September and 2 October 1918 as part of the Australian-American 

operation that breached the formidable defences of the Hindenburg Line along the St 

Quentin Canal. The Australian forces were all withdrawn soon afterwards. 

Herbert Williams had survived the Great War and some of the worst battles. 

1094 of his original 9th Battalion were killed and in the 41st Battalion, 544 were killed. 

Most of these soldiers from Queensland. 

Herbert would return to Australia on the Nestor departing England on the 20th May 

1919. 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


