A Soldier of the Great War
Lance Corporal Norman Bunn

11" Machine Gun Company

Service Number: 20
Rank: Lance Corporal

Roll title: 11 Machine Gun Company (June
1916)

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of embarkation: 5 June 1916

Place of embarkation: Sydney

Ship embarked on: HMAT Borda A30

Norman Bunn is in this Photo of the 11" Machine Gun Company.




Another photo of the 11™ Machine Gun Company. Which one is Norman ?

Machine Gun Section (or a Section) of 11th Machine Gun Company, Belgium, January 1917

Photo provided by Paul Hannon. http://www.karkeeweb.com/patterns/1914/components/1914_pistol.html

Norman Bunn was born in Birmingham England to Elizabeth Bunn, his next
of kin his mother still living in England when he went to war.

At the age of 23 years and 1 month this young farm labourer was to answer the call to
fight for his country on the Fields of Flanders and the Western Front.

On the 28" January 1916 just 8 months after the Gallipoli campaign he was to enlist
for the army at the Chermside office in Brisbane.

After training he was allocated to the 11" Machine Gun Company and on the 5" June
1916 he boarded the transport A30 Borda at Sydney. The 11" Machine Gun
Company was predominantly from Queensland.

He was first to make landfall at Tel-El Kir and then onto Alexandria in Egypt before
finally arriving in Southampton in England and making his way to the Salisbury Plains
in England where he was to be trained in machine guns.

During August 1916 he trained and was even paid a visit by the King on September
27"™. He was trained at Gas school and was promoted from private to Corporal on the
13" September 1916. A short time later his aptitude had seen him promoted once
more to Sergeant.

They were finally given orders to move on November 19™ 1916.

Arriving in Bailleul and Armentieres in France on December 22" they were now close
to the Western Front.

Here the Company set about securing their positions and taking action upon German
trences with machine gunfire particularly at night. They were often supporting
advancing battalions while also securing forward positions.

For the next few months Norman took part in many battles and advances around the
Armentieres region. They would often move from front line positions to others and




took part in raids on trences around Ploegsteert . The trenches were to remain much
the same here for the duration of the war.

In late April 1917 they were removed back to the safety of Armentieres which was
now safely under allied control. Here they were billeted and trained also in trench to
trench warfare.

In June 1917 , a stroke of good fortune was to be awarded to Norman as he was
selected to be moved back to England for a machine gun course at Bisley in England

This area south of Messines was safe but Norman’s company was to take part in
action around Messines Ridge in June 1917 as relief to other companies.

The Battle of Messines Ridge precipitated by the detonation of 19 enormous mines
under German Lines was a significant battle aimed to strengthen and ensure
successes in future battles east of Ypres.

August and September was taken up with various actions by the company in support
or on their own with the 415" and 42" battalions south of Poperinghe and on the
Passchendale Rd often known as the Third Battle of Ypres .

Both battles of Messines Ridge and Passchendale were to see many Australian
deaths. In eight weeks of fighting nearly 38 000 Australian casualties were recorded.

Other battles around this time were the Memin Road from 20-25™ September 1917
Polygon Wood 26" October to 3" November and Passchendale 26™ October to 10™
November.

Norman was to return to the field on 26" January 1918 ( nearly 2 years since he left
the shores of Australia) having been fortunate to miss some significant battles but to
lose many of his company in his absence.

Norman was now promoted to Lieutenant and marched back to the front line .
His time back at the front was short lived with him being severely wounded in the
chest on the 15™ April 1918 at Sailly Le Sec not far from Amiens and Villers
Brettoneux where the Germans had hoped to advance.

This was to be a battleground that was a turning point for the war. On the 24™ and 25™
April Australian soldiers recaptured the town and defeated the Germans.

He was transferred back to England and recuperated there until late May 1918 when
he was discharged and returned to the front lines finally rejoining his unit on the 15™
June 1918.

His unit was to take part in action to the east of Amiens where the front line was now
positioned near Villers Brettoneux. The April offensives here were to take significant
numbers of lives.

On the 3" July Norman Bunn was awarded the Military Cross

“When in charge of 4 machine guns, his section suffered casualties .... he
redistributed the loads, carrying the normal load of 2 men and on arrival at the
objective personally sighted his own and 3 captured guns under heavy fire
throughout.”




This bravery in the Villers Brettoneux sector was to be some of the action that
Norman Bunn was to participate in. He continued to move with his battalion which
was now becoming more made up of a collection of battalions in the final offensives
of the war under the command of General Monash.

The Battle of Hamel on the 4™ July 1918 took just 93 minutes to conclude.
Australian soldiers moved from Hamel to Mont St Quenton and Peronne driving the
Germans back until finally the Armistice was called on the 11" November.

Norman was to survive the final battles with his company.
On the 16™ November he was granted leave to Paris.

In April 1919 he returned to England and took a job as a mixed farmers labourer where
he stayed until July 1919 finally returning to Australia on the “Argylshire” from
Liverpool on the 2™ August 1919 .

The Military Cross

The award was created on 28 December 1914 for commissioned officers
of the substantive rank of Captain or below and for Warrant Officers.

In August 1916 Bars were awarded to the MC in recognition of the
performance of further acts of gallantry meriting the award.

Rank: Lieutenant

Unit: 11th MGC

Service: Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Award: Military Cross

Date of Commonwealth of Australia Gazette: 12 February 1919

Location in Commonwealth of Australia Gazette: Page 264, position 5
Date of London Gazette: 24 September 1918

Location in London Gazette: Page 11315, position 7

Machine Gun Companies

These were formed in February 1916 from the four battalion machine gun sections in each
brigade. Each was equipped with 16 Vickers Machine Guns. They bore the same numbers as
the brigades of which they were part, and usually had the state affiliation. In 1917, divisional
machine gun companies were formed, numbered 21 to 25, where the last digit was the same
as the parent division. The four companies in each division were consolidated into machine
gun battalions in March 1918.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_(armed_forces)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_(land)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrant_Officer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_bar

11th Machine Gun Company (Queensland) [3rd Machine Gun Battalion]

Formed Queensland February 1916 and assigned to 9th Infantry Brigade. Departed Sydney
Borda 5 June 1916. Assigned to 3rd Machine Gun Battalion 2 March 1918. 1st
Reinforcements departed Sydney Borda 5 June 1916,

http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au:8888/Machine_Gun.html



http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au:8888/Transports.html#Borda
http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au:8888/Transports.html#Borda
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