
 

 

 

 

A Soldier of the Great War 

Captain Charkles Henry Linklater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Charles Henry Linklater would enlist in the AIF in 1914 

and first serve on the Gallipoli Penninsula before suffering 

from Enteric Fever which would send him home to 

Australia. Upon recovering he would re enlist and serve in 

France being killed during the battle of the Messines Ridge 

in June 1917.” 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 



First Enlistment 

Place of birth Glenfield, New South 
Wales 

School Liverpool Public School, 
New South Wales 

Religion Presbyterian 

Occupation Wool merchant 

Address Edington, Gillies Street, 
Wollstonecraft, New 
South Wales 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 31 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs D.G. Linklater, 
Edington, North Gillies 
Street, Wollstonecraft, 
New South Wales 

Previous military service Served for several year 
in NSW Military. 

Enlistment date 16 December 1914 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name 
4th Battalion, 3rd 
Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/21/2 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from 
Sydney, New South 
Wales, on board HMAT 
A49 Seang Choon on 11 
February 1915 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 4th Battalion 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF4REIN3
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF4REIN3


 
 

2nd Enlistment 
 
 

Religion Presbyterian 

Occupation Wool merchant 

Address 'Edington', Giollies Street, 

Woolstonecraft, New South 

Wales 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 32 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs D Linklater, 'Edington', 

Giollies Street, Woolstonecraft, 

New South Wales 

Enlistment date 16 December 1914 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name 33rd Battalion, C Company 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/50/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, 

New South Wales, on board 

HMAT A74 Marathon on 4 May 
1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 4th Battalion 

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Mention in Despatches 

 

Awarded, and promulgated, 

'London Gazette', second 

Supplement, No. 30107, 1 June 

1917; 'Commonwealth Gazette' 

No. 169, 4 October 1917. 

Recommendation date: 4 June 

1917  

Military Cross 

 

Recommendation date: 14 June 

1917  

 

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF33CC


Fate Killed in Action 11 June 1917 

Place of burial No known grave 

Commemoration details  

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 
  Australian War Memorial 

122 

Miscellaneous information from 
  cemetery records 

Parents: Charles and Mary 

LINKLATER; husband of D. 

LINKLATER, "Chaceby", Victoria 

Street, Ashfield, New South 

Wales. Native of Glenfield, New 

South Wales 

Medals Military Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

Other details War service: Western Front 

Note, Red Cross File No 
1610306: 'Reported Died. Cert. 
by German Death List dated 
7.8.17.' 

Note on file: 'Disc received from 
Germany and forwarded to next 
of kin 20.6.17. Cert. by Kit Stores. 
1.9.19.' 

Medals: Military Cross, British 
War Medal, Victory Medal 

Sources Red Cross File No 1610306 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

''For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He displayed great courage and splendid 

leadership on all occasions, keeping his men in high spirits in spite of heavy losses, and inspiring 

them with the greatest confidence. He showed marked ability in consolidating the line and in 

establishing and maintaining advance posts.'' 

Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 219 
Date: 20 December 1917 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/advanced-search/people?roll=Australian+Red+Cross+Wounded+and+Missing+Files&people_preferred_name=LINKLATER%20Charles%20Henry


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial (Panel 25), Belgium 

The Menin Gate Memorial (so named because the road led to the town of Menin) was constructed 

on the site of a gateway in the eastern walls of the old Flemish town of Ypres, Belgium, where 

hundreds of thousands of allied troops passed on their way to the front, the Ypres salient, the site 

from April 1915 to the end of the war of some of the fiercest fighting of the war.  

The Memorial was conceived as a monument to the 350,000 men of the British Empire who fought 
in the campaign. Inside the arch, on tablets of Portland stone, are inscribed the names of 56,000 
men, including 6,178 Australians, who served in the Ypres campaign and who have no known grave.  

The opening of the Menin Gate Memorial on 24 July 1927 so moved the Australian artist Will 
Longstaff that he painted 'The Menin Gate at Midnight', which portrays a ghostly army of the dead 
marching past the Menin Gate. The painting now hangs in the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 
at the entrance of which are two medieval stone lions presented to the Memorial by the City of 
Ypres in 1936.  

Since the 1930s, with the brief interval of the German occupation in the Second World War, the City 

of Ypres has conducted a ceremony at the Memorial at dusk each evening to commemorate those 

who died in the Ypres campaign.  

 



Charles Henry Linklater was born on the 17th December 1883 and was a British 

Subject. He was a married ,wool merchant at the age of 31 when he first enlisted for Military Service. 

He applied for a Military Commission on the 4th February 1915. He was listed as a Captain. 

It appears he was first enlisted in the 4th Infantry Battalion 3rd Reinforcements but was then placed in 

the 2nd Battalion upon arrival in Gallipoli. His military documents state that he joined the 2nd Battalion 

for duty on the 26th April ,one day after the initial landings in 1915. 

The 2nd Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. Like 

the 1st, 3rd and 4th Battalions it was recruited from New South Wales and, together with these 

battalions, formed the 1st Brigade.  

 

The battalion was raised within a fortnight of the declaration of war in August 1914 and embarked just 

two months later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to Egypt, 

arriving on 2 December. The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915 as part of the 

second and third waves, and was led by Lieutenant Colonel G. F. Braund, who was killed in action 

nine days later. On 6 August, the 1st Brigade led the charge at Lone Pine. Among the dead was the 

commander of the 2nd Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel R. Scobie, killed during a Turkish counter-attack. 

The battalion served at ANZAC until the evacuation in December 1915.  

 

Charles reported injured on the 14th May 1915 but returned to duty.  

In July 2015 he was taken ill with influenza in the Anzac Region and left the Penninsula on July 17th 

1915. 

He first went to Lemnos and then was admitted to the Imtarfa Military hospital in Malta with enteric 

fever. After good recovery he experienced a significant relapse on 6th August 1915 .The decision was 

made to return Charles to Australia in preference to convalescing in England. He departed Malta on 

the Kanowna for Australia in late September 1915.  

After recovery in Australia he re enlisted in the AIF departing Sydney on the A74 Marathon on the 4th 

May 1916 arriving in England on the 9th July 1916. He trained in England and marched out of revolver 

school at Weymouth on the 23rd September 1916.  He proceeded overseas and arrived in France via 

Southhampton on the 21st November 1916. He was now a Captain in the 33rd Battalion. 

The 33rd Battalion was formed in January 1916 at a camp established at the Armidale showground in 

New South Wales. The bulk of the battalion's recruits were drawn from the New England region and 

thus it was dubbed "New England's Own". The Battalion's first, and only, commanding officer was 

Lieutenant Colonel Leslie Morshead, who would become famous as the commander of the 9th 

Australian Division during the Second World War.  

 

The 33rd Battalion became part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division. It left Sydney, bound 

for the United Kingdom in May 1916. Arriving there in early July, the battalion spent the next four 

months training. It crossed to France in late November, and moved into the trenches of the Western 

Front for the first time on 27 November, just in time for the onset of the terrible winter of 1916-17.  

 

The Battalion had to wait until the emphasis of British and Dominion operations switched to the Ypres 

Sector of Belgium in mid-1917 to take part in its first major battle; this was the battle of Messines, 

launched on 7 June. The battalion held the ground captured during the battle for several days 

afterwards and was subjected to intense artillery bombardment. One soldier wrote that holding the 

line at Messines was far worse than taking it. The battalion's next major battle was around 

Passchendaele on 12 October. The battlefield, though, had been deluged with rain, and thick mud 

tugged at the advancing troops and fouled their weapons. The battle ended in a disastrous defeat.  

 

The 33rd battalion was in Belgium in the trenches around Sternweerk and Houplines during the cold 

winter and on the 31st January Charles was wounded in the back slightly and was evacuated on the 



3rd February to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing station. On the 8th February he was admitted to the 

10th Field Ambulance again. He was finally discharged to duty back in the field on the 22nd February.  

In March, April and May the 33rd Battalion was in and out of the front lines and engaged in Trench 

warfare around Armentiares, Houplines and Pont Nieppe. The battalion continued action around Le 

Touquet and in the trenches at Ploegsteert Wood and Ploegsteert. A major offensive was being 

planned. Shelling was relentless and conditions were bad. 

 

The tactical objective of the attack at Messines was to capture the German defences on the ridge, 

which ran from Ploegsteert (Plugstreet) Wood in the south, through Messines and Wytschaete to Mt. 

Sorrel, to deprive the German 4th Army of the high ground south of Ypres. The ridge commanded the 

British defences and back areas further north, from which the British intended to conduct the Northern 

Operation, an advance to Passchendaele Ridge and then capture the Belgian coast up to the Dutch 

frontier. 

The Second Army had five corps, of which three conducted the attack and two remained on the 

northern flank, not engaged in the main operation; the XIV Corps was available in General 

Headquarters reserve. The 4th Army divisions of Gruppe Wijtschate (Group Wytschaete) held the 

ridge, which were later reinforced by a division from Gruppe Ypern (Group Ypres).[b] The battle began 

with the detonation of 19 mines beneath the German front position, which devastated the German 

front line defences and left 19 large craters. This was followed by a creeping barrage 700 yd (640 m) 

deep, protecting the British troops as they secured the ridge with support from tanks, cavalry patrols 

and aircraft. The effectiveness of the British mines, barrages and bombardments was improved by 

advances in artillery survey, flash spotting and centralised control of artillery from the Second Army 

headquarters. British attacks from 8 to 14 June advanced the front line beyond the former German 

Sehnenstellung (Oosttaverne) line. The Battle of Messines was a prelude to the much larger Third 

Battle of Ypres, the preliminary bombardment for which began on 11 July 1917. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible 

place of 

death. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ploegsteert_Wood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Army_(German_Empire)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XIV_Corps_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Messines_(1917)#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mines_in_the_Battle_of_Messines_(1917)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creeping_barrage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flash_spotting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Passchendaele
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Passchendaele


 

                             Actions by the 33rd Battalion in March and April and May. 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Looking towards Messines Ridge 



 



Charles and the 3rd Division took part in action from the 7th June when the Battle of Messines began. 
 
 
The opening of the Battle of Messines was at that time the biggest bang in history. At Hill 60, at the 
northern extremity of the line, the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company had been at work since 
November 1916 digging two large mineshafts under Hill 60 and The Caterpillar. Right along the British 
front were 17 other similar mines, all packed with explosives, and at 3.10 am on 7 June 1917 they 
were blown simultaneously as the opening move in the Messines attack. The Hill 60 mine created a 
crater 60-feet deep and 260-feet wide. The effect on the German front-line troops was overwhelming. 
In the wake of the explosions, and preceded by a creeping artillery barrage, the Australians, New 
Zealanders and British troops advanced to find a shattered enemy 
 
The attack, codenamed ‘Magnum Opus’, was set for 7 June 1917 with ‘Zero’ hour at 3:10am. A seven 
day preliminary bombardment was conducted to put pressure on the enemy during the days leading 
up to the infantry assault. Battalions were brought forward from their billets in Pont de Nieppe to the 
farms around the south and west of Ploegsteert Wood. Raiding parties regularly captured enemy 
prisoners to extract vital intelligence on German preparedness for an attack. Battalion working parties 
prepared for the impending battle, digging assembly or communication trenches, stockpiling shells 
(gas, shrapnel, High Explosive and mortar) and assisting in the bringing up of supplies to forward 
positions.   
The Germans were aware of the impending offensive, but it was coincidence that they shelled the 
Wood with gas while attacking troops were forming. At 11pm on 6 June, the 3rd Division was 
subjected to a gas attack, causing between 500 and 2000 casualties.  

 

For actions during May , Charles would be commended and awarded the Military Cross. This 
information was communicated on the 14th June 1917, three days after he was killed in action. 

 

''For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He displayed great courage and splendid leadership 

on all occasions, keeping his men in high spirits in spite of heavy losses, and inspiring them with the 

greatest confidence. He showed marked ability in consolidating the line and in establishing and 

maintaining advance posts.'' 

Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 219 
Date: 20 December 1917 

 

 During ongoing actions during the events at Messines, Charles was to be reported as missing in 
action. This was to first appear in reports from the 11th June. It wasn’t until 23rd January 1918 that he 
was officially claimed to be killed in action. 

An initial investigation of his missing status carried out by the Red Cross and AIF seemed to suggest 
that he was taken prisoner by the Germans and died in a prison at some stage. 

Records that came to hand from German authorities though would point to him being killed in action 
on the 11th June 1917 somewhere near the “Douveground” This title refers to low land area around 
the Douve River where Australian Forces had advanced. While his body was never found, German 
records confirm his death and subsequent burial somewhere in this area. German records even 
confirm personal objects and paybook returned . It could even be that when post war grave 
exhumation parties or a Belgian farmer later covered the area and finding a body perhaps 
unidentifiable, he may have been buried in Tynecot or Hooge Crater Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery as an unknown Australian soldier. 

 At Tyne Cot, there are 1369 Australian graves , 791 of them unidentified, making Tyne Cot the war 
cemetery with the most Australian burials in the world. Charles could be one of the Australian 
unknowns! 



At Hooge Crater Cemetery There are now 5,916 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War 
buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 3,570 of the burials are unidentified. Many were buried 
after the Armistice when graves were exhumed or consolidated. 

 

Charles would be like so many other Australian soldiers who were killed during the Great War and 
their bodies never found. 

He is remembered at the Menin Gate along with 54000 other Commonwealth Soldiers who died or 
went missing and their bodies never recovered.  
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