James Berrell
James Berrell was born 1878 in Tuena, NSW . He joined the AIF as a 39 year old private and served
in the 18th Battalion from the 27 Aug 1917-12 Dec 1918
He embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board HMAT A38 Ulysses on 19 December 1917
for England where he was part of the 5th Training Battalion formed in Rollestone, England on the 8
August 1916. This training group moved to Codford on the 18 April 1917 and Fovant on the 11th
October 1917.
Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units
in England. These were located in the Salisbury Plains area. On the 6th May 1918 James joined the
18th Battalion and was sent to France and the Western Front arriving at Etaples on the 15th May 1918
In 1917 the 18th was involved in the follow-up of German forces during their retreat to the
Hindenburg Line, and was involved in some particularly heavy fighting around Warlencourt in late
February. The battalion took part in three major battles before the year was out: the second
Bullecourt (3-4 May) in France; and Menin Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-10 October)
in Belgium.
After another winter of trench duty, the spring of 1918 brought a major German offensive that the
18th Battalion helped to repel. With this last desperate offensive turned back, the Allied armies
turned to the offensive and the 18th participated in the battles that pushed the German Army ever
closer to defeat: Amiens on 8 August, the legendary attack on Mont St Quentin on 31 August, and
the forcing of the Beaurevoir Line around Montbrehain on 3 October. Montbrehain was the
battalion’s last battle; it was training out of the line when the armistice was declared and was
disbanded on 11 April 1919.
James Berrell was engaged with the 18th Battalion and was wounded in battle on the 11th August
1918. The 18th Battalion at this time was involved in action around Villers Brettoneux
Admitted to hospital , he was subsequentially transferred to hospital in England on the 14th August
1918 with severe wounds to his right arm. From here he never returned to the war only taking part
in brief training before being absent without leave for a few days in Weymouth and docked 4 days
pay.
He finally returned to Australia on the 31st December 1918 and was discharged from service on the
11th May 1919 to pursue his civilian life .

