
                   Ronald Laidlaw Mumford 

Ronald Mumford was born on the 5th May 1890 and enlisted in the AIF on the 4th June 1915 and 
was operating as a driver with the 5th Reinforcements   17th Army Service Corps.  
 
Eventually joining the 56th Battalion and transferred overseas to Tel el Kabir on the 15th March 
1916 and Alexandrina on the 18th June 1916  before arriving in France on 27th June 1916. 
 
He had an interesting career having been demoted from Corporal to Private for being Absent 
without leave for 2 days( losing pay and rank) and then reassigned as Corporal at one stage. 
 
He arrived in France on the 27th June 1916 . His Battalion took part in the battle of Fromelle on 
19th-20th July 1916 and he was later transferred back to England on or abouts the 19th August 1916 
and went to Bulford Hospital for 68 days with illness ( Venerial disease) 
 
On the 13th March 1917 he returned to France 
He went AWOL on 28th June 1917. 
 
He was sick and returned to England  around August 1917 but returned to  Active service in France 
with the 1st Tunnelers ( he was a driver so probably carried materials for them..Much of this 
material came from Ypres and the destroyed Cloth Hall and Cathedral.) Many of the 56th Battalion 
were assigned to the Tunneling duties. 
 
 They also rebuilt roads. He worked with them from 16th September when he returned to his 
original unit and was involved with his unit in the Battles of Messines Ridge and probably Polygon 
Wood. 
 
He had shell wounds to the face and knee on or abouts the 26th September and repatriated to 
Bristol England on the 30th September 
 
He seems to have been in hospital until the 21st January 1918 with severe facial wounds. He was 
discharged to a Work Depot at Weymouth. He worked there and was married on 14th January  1919 
 and returned to Australia with his wife and child on the 27th September 1919 on the “Osterley” and 
finally discharged on the 12th January 1920 

 

The 56th Battalion was originally raised in Egypt on 14 February 1916 as part of the reorganisation 
and expansion of the AIF following the Gallipoli campaign. This was achieved by transferring cadres 
of experienced personnel predominately from the 1st Division to the newly formed battalions and 
combining them with recently recruited personnel who had been dispatched as reinforcements from 
Australia. The unit's first intake of personnel were drawn from men originating from New South Wales, 
many of whom had already served with the 4th Battalion.  

After arriving in France on 30 June 1916. the battalion was committed to the fighting, taking part in 
the battle of Fromelles during July, suffering heavy casualties. Following this, it saw service on 
the Hindenburg Line in early 1917 and in September during the battle of Polygon Wood. In early 
1918, it assisted in the repulse of the major German offensive on the Western Front following the 
collapse of Russia. During late September and early October it took part in the battle of St. Quentin 
Canal. The 56th Battalion was amalgamated with the 54th Battalion on 11 October forming the 
54th/56th Battalion; together they were later also amalgamated with the rest of the 14th Brigade's 
battalions into one unit, with the 56th Battalion being disbanded on 10 April 1919. 
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During the fighting, it suffered lost 529 killed in action or died on active service and 1,630 wounded. 
Members of the battalion received the following decorations: twoDistinguished Service Orders (DSO), 
one Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE), 21 Military Crosses (MCs) with one Bar, 
20 Distinguished Conduct Medals(DCMs), 50 Military Medals (MMs), 9 Meritorious Service 
Medals (MSMs), 25 Mention in Despatches (MIDs) and eight foreign awards. 
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