A Soldier of the Great War:
-Lieutenant General Stanley George Savige

Lest We Forget.

Service Number: 577
Rank: Corporal
Roll title: 24 Infantry Battalion (May 1915)

Conflict / Operation:  First World War,
1914-1918

Date of embarkation: 10 May 1915
Place of embarkation: Melbourne

Ship embarked on: HMAT Euripides Al4

( source Wikipedia)

KewCenetery Grave stone

Lieutenant Genera@ir Stanley George SavigeKBE, CB, DSO, MC, ED (26 June 1890
15 May 1954) was aAustralian Armysoldier and officer who served in the First World War

and Second World War.
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In March 1915, after the outbreak oétkirst World War, Savige enlisted in thest
Australian Imperial ForceHe served in the ranks during tBallipoli Campaignand
received a&ommissionHe later served on thWestern Frontwhere he was twice
recommended for the Military Cross for bravery. In 1918, he joihausterbrceand served
in theCaucasus Campaigduring which he was instrumental in protecting thousands of
Assyrianrefugees. He subsequently wrote a b&thk)ky's Forlorn Hopeabout his
experiences. After the war he played a key role in the establishmeagaty Australiathe
war widows and orphans benefit fund.

During the early years of the Second World War, Savige commandédtthinfantry
Brigadein the North African CampaigntheBattle of GreecandSyria Lebanon Campaign
His outspoken criticism of professional soldiers earned him their rancour. He returned to
Australia in early 1942, and later commanded3feeDivisionin the SalamauglLae
campaignHe ultimately roseat the rank of lieutenant general in the Australian Army,
commanding thél Corpsin theBougainville Campaign

In later life, Savige was a director of Olympic TydRubber Ltd from 1946 to 1951 and
chairman oMoran& Cato Ltdfrom 1950to 1951. He was also chairman of the Central War
Gratuity Board from 1946 to 1951, and a commissioner obthte Savings Bank of Victoria

Stanley Savige wasorn on 26 June 1890, Morwell, Victoria, the eldest of eight children
to Samuel Savige, a butcher, and his wife Ann Nora, née Walmsley. Stan Savige left
KorumburraState School at the age of twelve to work ataaksmith's strikedWhile at
Korumburra, he enlisted in the schgohior cadetss abugler™ The family moved to
Prahran, Victoriain 1907, where Savige worked at a variety of jobs and served in the
Pralran senior cadets for I8onths, from 1907 to 1909. He becanmszautmasterforming
the First Yarra Troop. Savige was an active member ddtluth YarraBaptistChurch,
where he was 8unday schodkacher. Throughis church activities, Savige met Lilian
Stockton, to whom he became engagetNew Year's Day1914.

First World War

Gallipoli

Savige enlisted in thirst Australian Imperial Forc@IF) on 6 March 1915, and was posted

to the24thInfantry Battalion which departed Melbourne for Egypt on the transport
Euripideson 8 May 1915. He was passed over for a commission due to his lack of education,
but was promoted tocorporalon 30 April andance sergearin 8 May.The 24thinfantry

Battalion landed aBallipoli on 5 September 1915 and took over part of the lih®@a¢ Pine
Savige becameompany sergeant majon 20 Septembé¥.There, he was commissioned as a
second lieutenamn 9 November 1915. During the evacuation of Gallipoli in December

1915, Savige was one of three officers chosen to serve with the battalion rearguard.
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Western Front

Brigadier General John Gellibrand and his staff having breakfasshell hole in Sausage
Valley. Captain Savige is furthest from the camera.

After a brief period of rest and reorganisation in Egypt2ti@Divisiond of which the
24thInfantry Battalion was padt embarked for France on 21 March 1916. Savige became
commander of the battalion scout platoon and led a number of night patrois iman's
land On 12 April, he became battaliontelligence officerand he was promoted lieutenant
on 1 May. Coming to the attention of his brigade commartegadier Generalohn
Gellibrand Savige was attached to 6ttiantry Brigade headquarters as a trainee brigade
intelligence officer"We expected a lot of the new BO.," Gellibrand later recalled, "and
we got it." Savige served in operationarzieresandMouquet Farnin July and August
1916. At one point he ran through heavy shellfire on an erfidredorderly who went into it
with him was never seen again. Savige was promoteapiainon 15 September. On 8
November, he was woundedriersbut remained on duty. However, on 20 December he
was admitted to hospital, suffering from influenza. Savige rejoined thdri#dtiiry

Battalion on 5 January 1917 and was appoiatjdtanton 3 February.

In February 1917, th€erman Armybegan a withdrawal from its pitions in theSomme
sector to thedindenburg Line Gellibrand was in temporary conamd of the 2ndDivision,
which at this time was opposite the village/@arlencourt Patrols from the 6tinfantry
Brigade found Warlencourt empty and occupiedhibppposed The 24thinfantry Battalion
kept in contact with the Germans as they pulled back. On 13 March, thimf2dtiny
battalior® now responsible for the entire brigadenfi® found Grévillersempty and
occupied itBy 17 March 1917, the trenches in front of Bapaume were empty and the
6th Infantry Brigade occupied its northern suburbs.

In theSecond Battle of Bullecouduring May 1917, the 6timfantry Brigade managed to
penetrate the Hindenburg Line but its hold was precarious, as th€dtlry Brigade on its
flank had not been able to manage the same feat. The brigade then faced strong German
counterattacks. Savige was in the front trench, where he attempted to coordinate the
24thInfantry Battalion's defenc®! The situation, Savige realised, was "somewhat serius".
Extraordinary tenacity and bravery was required to hold tk#ipo. "The 6thBrigade’s
achievement on this day," wraoBharles Bean'had few parallels in the history of the AIF. In
the whole line of battle froriWimy to nearQuéant theirs had been almost the only

success™

Savigewasmentioned in despatchés Bullecourt, and recommended for tiditary Cross
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His citation read:

For conspicuous gallantry in action at the Hindenburg Line oMaiygl1917. After assisting

to reorganise a party of broken infantry he acted as staff officer to the Senior Officer in the
captured position. In this capacity tisplayed most commendable coolness, energy and
ability, in securing reliable information as to the progress of the action.

Savige was ultimately awarded the Military Cross on 1 January 1918, for both his "consistent
good work and devotion to duty” in tiperiod spanning 26 February to 17 March 1917 and

his "coolness under fire and tenacity of purpose” during the Second Battle of Bullecourt from
Aprili May 1917 .He was mentioned in despatches a second time for his role Batthe of
Passchendagelalthough he was originally recommended fdraato his Military Cross. His

citation read:

For conspicuous gallantry. On the night of the 3rd/4th Oct. he assisted in laying out jumping
off and direction tapes at Zonnebeke on which the attacking battalions formed up. He then
checked their correctnedsThis was done under heavy fire. He then helpegluide the
attackers to their positions.

On the night 8th/9tloctober. he did similar work on Broodseinde Ridge under particularly
heavy fire and throughout the attack on the@thober. he remained in the forward area
gathering information and forwarg) it to Brigade Headquarters. This Officer has been on
many occasions conspicuous for his gallantry.

Although Savige was informed that the citation had gone through, the medal was never
gazetted® He became assistant brigade major of thdrifdmtry Brigade on 10 September
and was acting brigade major from 22 November until 11 January 1918.

Iran

Armenian refugees from the Lakes Van and Urmia districts, passing tHBaleghRuzon
their way toBakubawhere Dunstedrce had established a camp for their reception in
October 1918.

Following theabdication of the Russian T9ar1917, theCaucasus Fromollapsed, leaving
Central Asia open to theurkishArmy. The BritishWar Officeresponded with a plan to
send a force of hanpicked British officers and NCOs to organise any remaining Russian
forces or civilians who were ready to fight the Turkish forces. A request for Australian
officers to participate was sent to the commander cAtistralian CorpsGeneralSir

William Birdwood. Some twenty officers, drawn from "the cream of the cream™ of Australian
leaders,were chosen, including Savige. This force became knowuasterforceafter its
commanderMajor Generalionel Charles Dunstervillghe inspiration fothe titular
character oRudyard Kiplings novelStalky & Co.Dunsterforce arrived iBakuin August
1918! It was hoped that, from the Christi@®orgian ArmenianandAssyrianpeople who
had supported thRussiansand historically feared the Turks, Dunsterforce could raise an
army to contain the Turks but "the task proved superhuman”.

Following the capture dfrmiaby the Turks, Savige discovered tens of thousands of fleeing
Assyrian refugees. He deployed a small group of volunteers from his own force, along with
refugees, to form a rearguard to hold backRbesian@andKurdswho were murdering the
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refugees and carrying off the young girls as slaves. Official Historian Charles Bean later
wrotethat:

The stand made by Savige and his eight companions that evening and during half of the next
day against hundreds of the enemy thirsting like wolves to get at the defenceless throng was
as fine as any episode known to the present writer in the hadttinis war

Savige was subsequently decorated withQlstinguished Service Ordéor his efforts on
this occasion His citation read:

For conspicuosi gallantry and devotion to duty during the retirement of refugees from Sain
Kelen to Tikkaa Tappah, 26/28flly, 1918; also at Chalkaman, 5/@thgust. In command

of a small party sent to protect the rear of the column of refugees, he by his resowiske and
dispositions kept off the enemy, who were in greatly superior numbers. He hung on to
position after position until nearly surrounded, and on each occasion extricated his command
most skilfully.

His cool determination and fine example inspired his,raed put heart into the frightened
refugees.

For his services in Iran, Savige was also mentioned in despatches a thitddilagr wrote
a book about his experiences, entitidlky's Forlorn Hopgwhich was published in
Melbourne in 1920. In Novembé&918, he was evacuated to a hospit@ambay suffering
an attack ofmalarig and returned to Australia in January 19htheCity of Exeter

Between the wars

Savige married Lilian Stockton on 28 June 1919 atinath YarraBaptist Church. Their
marriage produced a daughterw&dolyn Lesley, who was born in 1920. Savige also raised
his two nephews, Stanley James and William, after his sister Hilda died in 1924. Savige had
to struggle to reestablish himself in civilian life. He was unemployed for a time before

finding work with a Melbourne wholesale firm. In 1923 he became sole agent for the
Returned Soldiers' Mill itseelong He was successful as a salesman and eventually became
sole agent for all of Australign 1930, he ran unsuccessfully for ¥etorian Legislative
AssemblyElectoral district of Caulfieldn theNationalist Party of Australiicket.

In 1923, Gellibranddunded the Remembrance ClulHabart with the aim of encouraging
returned servicemen in business. Savige visited Gellibrand in Hobart during August 1923,
and Gellibrand urged him to set asimilar club in Melbourne. Soon after Savige's return to
Melbourne, a group of egervicemen met to say farewell to one of their number who was
about to go to England. Savige used this opportunity to bring up the idea of a club similar to
Gellibrand's Rmembrance Club. After several informal meetings, the Melbourne club's
inaugural meeting was held in Anzac House, Melbouragacy Australiavas founded as an
ex-servicema's club, but soon became a charitable organisation focusing on war widows and
orphans. For the next 3@ars, due to his commitment, energy and enthusiasm, Savige's
name became inseparable from both the club and the movement.
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Savige joined thilitia on 19 February 1920, with his AlIF rank of captain. He served with
Headquarter8rd Divisiond then under Gellibrarél from July 1921 to November 1924. He
commanded th87thInfantry Battalionfrom 1 December 192# 31 July 1928, the

24th Infantry Battalion from 1 August 1928 to 31 May 1935, andlih Infantry Brigade

from 1 June 1935 to 12 October 1939. Along Way, he was promoted teajoron 1 July

1924 lieutenant colonebn 1 July 1926¢olonelon 1 June 1935, aratigadieron 1 May

1938. His promotion, while neither meteoric nor exceptional, was still far faster than that
enjoyed by regular officers likerank BerrymanHorace Robertsqror George Alan Vasey
who had been majors in the AIF but remained at that rank for nearly twenty years, only to
find themselves junior to Militia officers like Saviger-or his part, Savige was a critic of the
regulars. While commander of 10Qtifantry Brigade, he insisted thBbyal Military College,
Duntroongraduates serve first pgatooncommanders before assuming staff posts, so they
could acquire an understanding of then. He wrote to Gellibrand:

[Staff Corps] men are taken in hand at an early age and trained only to be soldiers. In peace

they are chiefly military clerks with an ability to repeat the contents of the little red books.
Some of course get beyond that sthgt they are few in number.

Second World War

Libya

y “i @ v ,' -
Major General lven Mackay and his senior officers; Brigadier Savige is in the back row,
centre.

Shortly after the outbreak of the Second World War in September R88% Minister

Robert Menziesinnounced the decision to fornsacond Australian Imperial Fordde

further directed that all commands in the réttvDivision would go to militiamen.

Lieutenant Gener&ir Thomas Blamey who was appointed commander of the Bthision

on 28Septembéy selected Savige to commanditgh Infantry Brigade the brigade from
Victoria. Savige was given the AIF serial number VX13. He and Blamey had worked
together when Blamey had commanded the[Bwision from 1931 to 1937, and Savige was
"almost fanatically loyal to Blamey through bad as well as good times". Foaregjtiters,
their exclusion from command positions was "the final straw". Savige suspeatedrately

in pard thatStaff Corpsofficers were out to get him. Ayeneral atmosphere of criticism and
derogation” infected the force that would eventually sour relations between Blamey and some
Staff Corps officers.

Considering its inexperience, Savige's lnflantry Brigade was given a complicated role in
theBattle of BardiaWhile the2/6thInfantry Battalionmade a demonstiah on the right,
the 2/5thinfantry Battalion reinforced by part of th2/7thInfantry Battalion attempted to
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follow up thel6thInfantry Brigade'sittack, with the remainder of the 2/7th inem&. The
brigade had to move in four directions at once. The plan soon went wrong, as the 2/5th in
particular suffered a series of mishaps. By nightfall, Colonel Frank Berryman, the divisional
chief of staff, had reached the conclusion that the hf#imtry Brigade had become too tired
and disorganised for further effort. This was only partly due to enemy action; the rest was
attributable to Berryman's own plan, which had dispersed the brigade and provided it with
inadequate armoured and, in the finagetg artillery suppoft Savige also bore some of the
blame, for failing to ensure that his subordinates understood and carried out the plan.

He was a skilful manager of mamsing an easy friendly manner to decrease the distance that separated
him from his subordinates. He was a sage leader in battle whose approach to all problems was practical
and objective. He could write clearly and interestingly and enjoyed writinghesigtvas of orders and
doctrine for future operations or accounts of past battles; he had a sense of history and the doings of his
commands were usually more fully recorded than those of companion formations.

Gavin Long

At the Battle of Tobruk Savige's 17tinfantry Brigade was again split up and given a
secondary role. However, in the advancéanng the brigade managed to beat Robertson's
19thInfantry Brigade tdGiovanni BertaBy late February, the campaign was over and
Savige was tasked with hahg) a defensive line ne&@l Agheila He became convinced that
German troops were moving into the area, but his concerns were dismissed by the Brigadier
General Staff at Corps BrigadierSydney Rowell A month later, Savige was proven right
when theAfrika Korpspounced on the British forces around El Agheila, but by then he and
the 17thinfantry Brigade were in Egypt, preparing for Battle of GreeceAlthough the
campaign had raised doubts about his suitability for coméhanastly resulting from his
performance at Bardia, but also with regard to the running feud with Vasey, Berryman and
Robertsod Savige wasppointed &ommander of the Order of the British Empiris

citation read:

Brigadier Savige commanded the 17ths@ Inf. Bde in the Battles of Bardiai @Jan)

Tobruk (21 22 Jan), Derna (281 Jan), and the pursuit to Slonta. He showed fine control
organisation and leadership throughout, culminating in an excellent example of initiative and
drive which broke the emmy flank west of Derna thus accelerating the enemy retreat and
final defeat?

Greece and Syria

The 17th Infantry Brigade was the last to land in Greece, arriviBgaguson 12April.

Savige was placed in chargeSdvigeForce, consisting of the 2/5th, 2/6th, 2/7th and
2/11thinfantry Battalions, with armour, artillery, engineer and other support. He was given
the mission of covering tha&llied flank aroundKalabaka On 17April, Savige received

orders to withdraw from Kalabaka, leaving only a rearguard behind. The road behind him,
however, was packed with vehicles, and a crucidble on the only reasonably good road
back had accidentally been demolished. Savige elected to disregard his orders and hold his
position until the road was clear. He then managed to withdraw, although his driver's foot
was broken in an air raid. Savigeiaed back inPalestineon 1May 1941 and began the task
of rebuilding his brigade. For the campaign in Greece, he received his fourth mention in
despatches.
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Savigedid not pretend to be a military genius but only a commander who knew his way around the
battlefield because he had learned soldiering the hard way.

John Hetherington

In June 1941, théth Division fought in theSyria Lebanon CampaigrOne of its problems
was that it was trying to fight three battles wathly two brigades, because théth Infantry
Brigadethat was normally part of the division was engaged irSibge of Tobruk
Accordingly, Savige's 17timfantry Brigade headquarters was brought in to provide the

7th Division with a third brigade headquarters. Savige was given three battalions that had
never worked togethdreforéd the2/3rdand 2/5thinfantry Battalions and 2/2ridioneer
Battalion.He scored a notable success inBlagtle of Damourwhich he rated as his most
successful battle of the war, although his conduct was not above criticism by Bermyho

felt that Savige had located his headquarters too far back, resulting in failure to seize an
important opportunity. Ultimately, though, this had no significant impact on the battle.

By June 1941, Blamey had become concerned about Savige's Adalbhough medical
examination in August declared that Savige had reached a stage of complete exFaustion.
Blamey therefore decided to send Savige and BrigddleMurray back to Australia on a
recruiting campaign as "a graceful way of retiring with honour two officers who have done
useful work in the Middle East but seemed to bimequal to the severe physical demands of
fastmoving modern warfare". Savige said goodbye to the three battalions of the 17th Brigade
at a special parade at Edsaya in Syria on 15 December 1941. At the time his next post was to
have been Director of Redtimg and Propaganda in Australia.

Defence of Australia

Savige arrived in Australia onJanuary 1942 to find that his new appointment had been
changed to commander of the ®tlision, and he was promoted to the rank of major general
two days later. Theutbreak of war witllaparprompted a wholesale reorganisation of the
forces in Australia and Savige was one of a number of officers with experience in the Middle
East who was promoted and giveommand of a Home Army formation Savige threw

himself into the task of preparing his command for the war, weeding out the physically unfit
and incompetent. By May, he had removed someffi€ers. Replacing them was another
matter. The division was atde than half strength when Savige assumed command and was
filled with large numbers of 8earold conscripts. One new arrival was especially welcome:
Lieutenant ColoneJohn Wilton who was posted as General Service Officer, First Grade
(GSO1) in August. Savige later recalled that "I never had a more competent staff, nor such a
co-operative team, than that staff after Wilton came along." Th®B&tdion moved to
southerrQueenslanadn July, where it came under Lieutenant GenEdihund Herrintg

Il Corps In October, Herring succeeded Rowell as commandsdewf Guinea Forgeand

Savige beame acting corps commander. With his attention focused on the corps, Savige
relied on Wilton to supervise the training of the 3rd Division.

Waui Salamaua

The 3rdDivision was alerted to move to New Guinea in February 1943, but Blamey did not
initially intend for Savige to command it, for he felt that "it's very tough going up there",and
he still had doubts about Savige's physical fithess. A thorough medical examination cleared
the way, and Savige departed Rort Moresbyn March 1943. The successful conclusion of


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Division_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria%E2%80%93Lebanon_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/18th_Brigade_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/18th_Brigade_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Tobruk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2/3rd_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Damour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_Savige#cite_note-62
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Murray_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wilton_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Herring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/II_Corps_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Moresby

the Battle of Waueft the 17thinfantry Brigadé now under BrigadieMurray Moterd at

Wau as the only troops in contact with the enemy irSihieth West Pacific Aredderring,

now in command of New Guinea Force, ordered Savige to threaten the Japanese position at
Salamaugthe result was thBalamaualLae campaignDespite the rugged conditions, Savige

led from the front. He visited forward positions and flew over frontline areas wearing his
scarlet general's cap baradi¢t his med and any Japanese snipeknow that the general

was on the job.

"I know," Blamey replied to a senior staff officer who was urging him to drop Savige, "they say | stick

with him because he's my friend. Tell me when he has let me down in thisTiva antiSavige advocate
mentioned a tale which was going about: it was not Savige but a subordinate commander who was doing
the real job. "Somebody's got to do the job," Blamey answered. "If a commander can pick a good man,
give him a job to do andastd behind him, that is all that matters. If he doesn't stand behind him, he's a bad
commander. If anybody can prove to me that Savige has ever let me down, then Savige won't be there."

John Hetherington

Once again, Savige would not escape controvershidrcase, difficulties arose from the fact

that Herring failed to make it clear to Savige and Wilton exactly what was meant by
"threaten”. What would end up being threatened by Savige's very success was Blamey's plan
for the capture ofae which called for the Japanese defenders of Lae to be drawn away
towards Salamaua. The campaign also included an acrimonious exchange between Savige
and American commanders that threatened Allied harmony. Tdse,dronically, because of
Herring's deliberately vague instructions, which he hoped would ensure Allied harmony.

On 15 August, Blamey and Berryman, now a major general, arrived in Port Moresby.
Berryman was sent forward to visit Savige and evaluatpdrfermance, with a brief to pass
judgement on Savige's conduct of the campignd relieve him if necessary. Although "it

was an open secret that Berryman had a very low opinion of Savige's military
competence",after surveying the situation for himsedfrAinan was forced to admit to

Wilton that he "never thought that he would have to admit that Savige was right." Berryman
returned to Port Moresby and informed Blamey and Herring that they had misjudged Savige.
Nonetheless, in deference to Herring's wisiBéamey relieved Savige anyway. On

23 August, Savige, bitterly disappointed that he would not see the final capture of Salamaua,
handed over the Salamaua operation tcth®ivision under Major Generddward

Milford. Savige was awardedGompanion of the Order of the Bdthr his services in the
Salamaua campaign. His citation read:

Maj-Gen. Savige had control of the Battle for Salamaua from 30 Jun. 43 till his relief on 26
Aug. 43. The battle was finallyom on 11 Sep. 48the credit for victory must rest with Maj

Gen. Savige during whose period of command, the back of the enemy's defence was broken.
The nature of the country rendered great assistance to the defender, and careful planning
alone enabled theetences to be overcome. The supplying of our forward troops was also a
terrific problem.

Maj-Gen. Savige triumphed over all these difficulties, his men were kept supplied, they were
encouraged to endure the most dreadful hardships, and to overcomefficeittteti of

terrain. MajGen. Savige's plans were well conceived and he saw them carried through. The
success achieved is of the greatest importance to the Allied cause, aGeém&avige by

his fine leadership has made a very real contribution taltimeate success of the United
nations.
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The victories won over the enemy at the battledvfobo andKomiatumwere due to his well
conceived plans and energetic execution.

New Guinealdit]
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Senior commanders on Bougainville; Savigien the right.

In February 1944, the appointment of Herring as Chief Justice &upeme Court of
Victoria led to a vacancy atQorps, for which @neral Blamey nominated both Vasey and
Savige, but, "having regard to their respective careers", recommended the latter. Army
Minister Frank Fordequeried Blamey's recommendationdaasked who was the senior
officer. Blamey explained that Savige was senior to Vasathough not as senior Asthur
"Tubby" Allen, James Cannaor Eric Plant Blamey pointed out that seniority was not the
paramount concern for promotion at such a level, and that @etgrepared to recommend
these officers at this time, whereupon Forde dropped his objé&ttdeneraDouglas
MacArthurconsidered Vasey's supersession "outrageous".

On 12April 1944, Savige's Corps headquarters moved up from Queenslanglitve that

of Ber r Corps atonschhafénThe two staffs had hoped to exchange office
equipment, thus saving on shipping, but Advanced LHQ ordered that each shouldithove w
all its stores. Instead, the designations of the two corps were exchanged, Sotpatwas

still the corps in Australia and Qorps the one in New Guinea. OnZgril, Il Corps was
ordered to assume the designation and function of New Guineadfattke existing
headquarters of New Guinea Force in Port Moresby was broken up. Savige therefore assumed
command of New Guinea Force, his new headquarters opening at Laéayn At this time,

no major combat operations were taking place and actiwees winding down in

Australian New Guinea. New Guinea Force's main role was rolling up the base installations
and shipping units back to Australia. On 9 September 1944, MacArthur discarded the task
force organisation. Henceforth the 3&th ArmyandEighth Armyand Lieutenant General
Vernon Sturde@ Birst Armyreported directly to him. First Army headquarters arrived at Lae
on 1October and assumed control of Australian troops in New Guinea. At midnight, New
Guinea Force was discontinued, and Savige's headquarters be€aoreslibnce more.
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Bougainville

ige (seated centre, head of table) presides as Lieutenant Géasatine Kandéseated
left) surrenders Japanese forces on Bougainville ef@ember 1945.

Although geographically the largest of tBelomon IslandsBougainvillewas politically part

of Australian New Guineand Prime Ministedohn Curtindesired that Australia should
contribute to t ICepsguasmondares o reducSenemy pesiasc | |
Bougainville Island as opportunity offers without committing major forces" "To a
commander like General Savige, who was not only deeply imbued with the doctrine of
aggressiveness which was an AlF article of faith in both world wars but also bureing to
his military career in a swirl of action,"™ wrote correspondent John Hetherington, Savige's
orders "were invitingly flexible." GHQ reckoned that there were no more than
12,000Japanese left on Bougainville, while LHQ estimated 25,000. Actually, rhare t
40,000Japanese were still alive on Bougainville in November 1944.

Savige's sixth and last campaign of the war was free of controversy about his command.
Once again, he had a talented regular officer as chief of staff, Brigrayear Garreftwith

whom he had worked in Greece during 1941 and more recently in New Guinea. Moreover, as
a corps commander, tactical details could be left to subordinates, although Savigel stll

keep a close eye on them to ensure that they did not take unnecessary risks or incur needless
casualties. Savige continued to tour the front lines wearing his scarlet cap band and flying his
car flag. He also maintained his concern for, and rapyitit the ordinary soldiers under his
command. The final campaign on Bougainville cost Alitralian lives. Some

8,500Japanese were killed while 9,80i@d of other causes, leaving 23,5till alive when

the war ended. On 8eptember 1945, Savige acaptheir surrender dorokina

After the war

From October 1945 to May 1946, Savige served awdimator ofdemobilisation and
dispersalHe transferred to the Reserve of Officers on 6 June. Resuming his business
interests, he was a director of Olympic Tg&ubberLtd from 1946 to 1951 and chairman

of Moran& Cato Ltdfrom 1950 to 1951. He was also chairman of the Central War Gratuity
Board from 1946 to 1951 and from 1951 a consmoiser of theState Savings Bank of

Victoria. He was a leader in Melbourn&szac Daymarches, a patron of a number of his
former units' associations, and honorary colonel obth@attalion(Victorian Scottish
Regimen}.
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Blamey recommended Savige fokaight Commander of the Order of the British Emgoe

the Salamaua campaign in October 1944. A year later, he recommended Savigeidot a
Commander of the Order of the Bditbr the campaign on Bougainville. Both

recommendations were turned down bylthborgovernment. Following the election of the
coalitiongovernment in th&949 electionBlamey wrote to the newly elected Prime

Minister, Robert Menzies, requesting honours for his generals. This time he was successful,
and Savige was appointed a Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire (Military
Division) in theKing's Birthday Honoursn 8 June 1950. In 1953, he travelled.étmdonto
represent Legacy at tloeronationof Queen Elizabeth.

Death

Savige died otoronary artery diseasg his home irKew, Victoriaon 15 May 1954. He was
accorded a foeral with full military honours &t Paul's Cathedral, MelbourriEhe service

was conducted by the Chaplain of Southern Comman@mshadpof Geelong, th&ight
Reverendr J.D. McKie, who told the congregation that "Sir Stanley's greatest virage w
humanity. He had great consideration for his troops. He thought that they were not there just
to be used, but to be helped." A crowd of 3,@t8urners watched him laid to restkaw
CemeterySavige left an estate valued at £66,000. He was survived by his daughter
Gwendolyn and his nephew Stanley, hisadiaving died two months earlier. In his will, he
directed that his papers be donated tofhstralian War Memorialwhere they remainfhe

War Memorial also holds his portrait by Alfred Codikk. August 2006, AustraliaAssyrian
community leaders from Sydney and Melbourne gathered to commemorate Savige's role in
saving Assyrian refugees in 1918, and the mayor of Morwell, Lisa Price, unveiled a bronze
bust of thegeneral.
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