William Abraham Crane

Service number: 4758

Rank: Private

Roll title: 9 Infantry Battalion - 13 to 23 Reinforcements (January-November 1916)
Date of embarkation: 28 March 1916

Place of embarkation: Brisbane

Ship embarked on: HMAT Commonwealth

Ship number: A73

William Abraham Crane was born in Bundaberg Qld in 24™ October 1897. He enlisted in the AIF on
September 10"™ 1915 and was a member of the 9" Infantry Battalion that served between January and
November 1916. He joined in Brisbane and embarked on the HMAT Commonwealth from Brisbane
on the 28" March 1916.

After time in Egypt he was taken on strength for training at Perham Downs on the o™ August 1916 and
finally proceeding to France on the 16™ September 1916. He was took part in action in the field during
September and October in France and acquired influenza that put him into a field hospital in Amiens
in October 1916 . He remained in poor condition and was eventually discharged to Base Depot duties
at Etaples in January 1917. Due to srckness he returned to Weymouth in England for convalescence
and finally returned to Australia on the 28" October 1918




William Abraham Crane

_ Born in Bundaberg and educated at Central

School from 1905 through to 1910. Don't
know any more about his childhood, but was
| a Shop Assistant when he enlisted in
Brisbane in the army in World War I on
110.9.1915, just before turning 18.
Embarked from Australia on board
Arcerdian on 28.3.1916 to Egypt and then to
France with the 15" Reinforcements to the
o' Battalion on 16.9.1916 to fight in the
field. He was hospitalised with Influenza in

November and transferred to hospitals at
Amiens, Havre, Etretat, and Etaples before
embarking from Calais to a hospital in
England in February 1917.

He later worked in the A.,AM.C. depot in
Weymouth as he was unfit for fighting.
Here he met and married his first wife Elsie
Gilchrist, who lived in Weymouth, London,
where a daughter Marie Jessie was born in
1918. The marriage was registered in
September, 1917. He was stationed here at
World War 1 the Depot till he returned to Australia on
board H.T.Borda, departing London on
31.10.1918, arriving in Australia 19.12.1918. William worked with the nursing staff
on the boat home and was discharged medically unfit on 3.3.1919 as a Private. He
was a very slightly built, small in stature man.

Haven't found out how or when either Elsie or their daughter Marie came to Australia,
but Marie was raised by her Grandparents, Joseph William and Jessie, at Barolin
Street, Bundaberg, attending the Central School from 1926 to December, 1931. She
started working as a domestic in Bundaberg, but moved away soon after.

William Abraham returned to Bundaberg after the War, living at the Palace Hotel
1922/3, Commercial Hotel 1924/5, and in Glenmorris Street 1927/8, listing his
occupation as a Groom. He was now with his cousin, Florence Pearl Wilkinson,
whom he married in Bundaberg in 1928, their address being Electra Street on the
Marriage Certificate. ~ The Marriage Certifiate also stated he was a "Widower by
Presumption".

Their first three children were born in Bundaberg and another four in the Brisbane
area, having moved there in 1929. He was on the Committee of the Richlands School
in 1937 where the children attended. He was on Relief Work for a while and the
family lived in Amberley for about twelve months before living in Smith Street, North
Ipswich, where he worked in the Railway Workshops until 1940.
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William spent time with his Battalion around the Ypres area as described in this Diary entry of
September 1916
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William also was involved in the Hill 60 actions during early October 1916.




9" Infantry Battalion

In March 1916 the battalion sailed for France and the Western Front. From then until 1918 the
battalion took part in operations against the German Army. The battalion’s first major action in
France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley. The 9th Battalion attacked on the extreme right of the
line . Later the battalion fought at Ypres, in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for winter. In
1917 the battalion moved back to Belgium for the advance to the Hindenburg Line, and in March
and April 1918 helped stop the German spring offensive. The battalion participated in the great
allied offensive of 1918 and fought near Amiens on 8 August. The advance by British and empire
troops was the greatest success in a single day on the Western Front, one that German General Erich
Ludendorff described as “the black day of the German Army in this war”.

The battalion continued operations until late September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November 1918, the
guns fell silent. The November armistice was followed by the peace treaty of Versailles, signed on 28
June 1919.
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