
William Abraham Crane 

Service number: 4758 
Rank: Private 
Roll title: 9 Infantry Battalion - 13 to 23 Reinforcements (January-November 1916) 
Date of embarkation: 28 March 1916 
Place of embarkation: Brisbane 
Ship embarked on: HMAT Commonwealth 
Ship number: A73 
 
William Abraham Crane was born in Bundaberg Qld in 24

th
 October 1897. He enlisted in the AIF on 

September 10
th
 1915 and was a member of the 9

th
 Infantry Battalion that served between January and 

November 1916. He joined in Brisbane and embarked on the HMAT Commonwealth from Brisbane 
on the 28

th
 March 1916. 

After time in Egypt he was taken on strength for training at Perham Downs on the 9
th
 August 1916 and 

finally proceeding to France on the 16
th
 September 1916. He was took part in action in the field during 

September and October in France and acquired influenza that put him into a field hospital in Amiens 
in October 1916 . He remained in poor condition and was eventually discharged to Base Depot duties 
at Etaples in January 1917. Due to sickness he returned to Weymouth in England for convalescence 
and finally returned to Australia on the 28

th
 October 1918 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



William spent time with his Battalion around the Ypres area as described in this Diary entry of 
September 1916 
 

 
 
 

 
 

William also was involved in the Hill 60 actions during  early October 1916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
9th Infantry Battalion 
In March 1916 the battalion sailed for France and the Western Front. From then until 1918 the 
battalion took part in operations against the German Army. The battalion’s first major action in 
France was at Pozières in the Somme valley. The 9th Battalion attacked on the extreme right of the 
line . Later the battalion fought at Ypres, in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for winter. In 
1917 the battalion moved back to Belgium for the advance to the Hindenburg Line, and in March 
and April 1918 helped stop the German spring offensive. The battalion participated in the great 
allied offensive of 1918 and fought near Amiens on 8 August. The advance by British and empire 
troops was the greatest success in a single day on the Western Front, one that German General Erich 
Ludendorff described as “the black day of the German Army in this war”. 
The battalion continued operations until late September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November 1918, the 
guns fell silent. The November armistice was followed by the peace treaty of Versailles, signed on 28 
June 1919. 
 
 



 





 

 



 

 



 


